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The Rabbi’s Inkwell

We are approaching T i s h a, thdBc@mfemoration of the destruction of the two
Temples in Jerusalem. This holy day is by far one of our most sad. We chant the
book of Lamentations with a special mournful trope, and we bemoan how our lives
changed when our beloved, holy Temples were destroyed.

But out of that sorrow comes our turning toward Rosh Hashanah, the new year
when we, as a community and as individuals, are gifted with the opportunity to start
afresh. And just as each new year of holidays is a microcosm of the bigger cycle in
Jewish life, this idea of renewal and changing attitudes is also very much a Jewish
idea. In fact, every major change in Jewish communal life has been preceded by a
major paradigm shift.

Abraham had to shift his way of thinking from worshipping idols to understanding God’s uniqueness. The
children of Israel had to leave behind slavery, both literally and figuratively, before we could receive the Torah
from God. Judaism as we know it, based on rabbinic interpretations, is also a result of a major change in how
we approach God. When the Temples were still standing in Jerusalem, we brought offerings and sacrifices to
show our connection to God. Prayer, songs, and other verbal wishes have replaced these physical offerings.

The Jewish community in America has grown and flourished because our families had the foresight to come to
America; giving up many old ways and incorpo-

Blg Ch anges Coming rating new ones. And certainly, the B’nai Emet
community exists because our families had the
to the Scroll! foresight to keep Judaism relevant and fresh and to

re-invent their communal life when needed.
Some of you are already experiencing the first of the

changes to the Scroll. You’re either reading it online, or
you’ve printed it out. Thanks for helping us go green!

(Continued on page

More Inside:

But that’s not all. Next month's Scroll will sport an ex-

citing new look that should be better organized and eas- President’s Message Page 3
ier to read. This all-new design will be followed by up- Service Information Page 3
coming changes to the website and all of B’nai Emet's Upcoming Events & Information = Page 4
communications. So tell your friends, tell your mom, tell Kosher Krossword Page 5

your cousin Ira. Then be sure to tell us what you think!




The Rabbi’s Inkwell

(Continued from page

I was recently rereading some of B’nai Emet’s history and was struck by how often we have reinvented and
reinvigorated our congregation. When B’nai Abraham started in 1889, it was because those members wanted
to celebrate Judaism together in their neighborhood. And in 1952, Rabbi Mordecai Liebhaber led the congre-
gation through a difficult period of adjustment and helped create the positive energy needed during the reloca-
tion to St. Louis Park. Imagine, High Holidays services were held at Aldersgate Methodist Church and the Cal-
houn Beach Club. But the important thing was that the B’nai Abraham community, those people who formed
the supportive, loving congregation had the foresight to shift the way they thought about their synagogue and
to strive for a better way of living Jewishly. In May, 1971, when the members of B’nai Abraham and Congre-
gation Mikro-Tifereth voted to merge, they did so because they wanted to focus on a bright future.

And when the newly formed congregation took the new name B’nai Emet, it was with the strong awareness

that the melding of the three names would ensure that we would always know where we had come from, with-

out denying that our future was linked together.
Every generation has faced challenges;

Yes, Ti s h ais tB: 0ofamemoration of the physical ours is no different. We stand between

Temples in Jerusalem, but it offered our ancestors an excit- the past and the futurei between

ing opportunity to fully examine their expectations, needs, triumph and challenge.

and desires and to create ways of fulfilling them. As B’nai

Emet’s community approaches our next decades together, we are being given this same gift. As we look back

on 120 years of our different incarnations, I can’t help but be excited at the challenges ahead.

Every generation has faced challenges; ours is no different. We stand between the past and the future — be-
tween triumph and challenge. An interesting thing is that we are not alone in these challenges. Synagogues of
all denominations are facing similar decisions and changes in their self-definition. How we respond to the
challenges will be a measure of our destiny.

Rabbi Mark Greenspan said it remarkably well when he had this same conversation with his 900 member shu!.
‘It is time for us to figure out what Judaism really means to us, and then find way to live that way. It’s time to
stop coming to the synagogue for the things we think we’re supposed to do rather than the things we feel pas-
sionate about!’

It is time to create a new vision of congregational life for B’nai Emet. Just like the founders of B’nai Abraham,
Mikro Kodesh, and Tifereth B’nai Jacob did. Just as the rabbis at Yavneh did, just as Abraham did. Let’s find
those things we are passionate about and recognize that Judaism is relevant and exciting and then let’s build
our future on those things. We know how our Jewish journey has brought us to this place, now, what will the

next part of our spiritual journey look like? _ _
--Rabbi Charni Flame Selc

Hospital Notices
We need to hear from you!
Due to federal HIPAA regulations, we do not receive a notice when someone is in the

hospital—and if we don’t know, we can’t call or visit. Please let us know when a member of
your family, a friend, or other member of the community is in the hospital or unwell.




Outgoing Co-President’'s Message

As I write my last Scroll article, 1
have many emotions. I think back
on the past four years and how
much I have learned and the
friends I have made. The shiva
minyans and funerals I have at-
tended, along with being included
in so many of our congregants’
simchas. I have listened to our
congregants when they call about
a recent loss of a job, wondering
how they are going to complete
their synagogue commitment. I
watched how congregants found a
passion in a committee and get
involved. We have gained mem-
bers, but we have also lost mem-
bers who have been with us for
years. I have seen the change of
our rabbi, and we have also added

a cantor to our mix. We have a
wonderful office staff that we can
count on to get the job done.

The challenges we face ahead are
major as we decide what path to
take. It is important for all of our
members to get involved and
show their support for B’nai
Emet. I hope many of you were
at the congregational meeting
where we opened the door to what
lies ahead. It is not only the re-
sponsibility of a few people to
plan and organize events and
chair committees—that responsi-
bility belongs to all of us, all our
congregants. Whatever decisions
we make, let’s make them as a
well-informed group.

Thanks to the many people who
have made my life a little easier
the past four years. To my co-
presidents along the way—
Bonnie, Adeel, and Paul—you all
were wonderful to work with, and
I appreciated all the help you gave
in making B’nai Emet a stronger
place. To my family, thanks for
always being by my side, even
when you had to sit alone while I
was on the bimah. As everyone
knows, B’nai Emet is close to my
heart. It has been a pleasure to
give back to the synagogue that
has given so much to me and my
family.

B6Shal om

Sari Lederma

Services
. .
Daily Service Schedule
Shacharit
Monday—Friday 7:30 a.m.
Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 9:00 a.m.
Minchah
Daily 6:00 p.m. |
Candle Lighting Times
July 3.......... 8:45 p.m.

July 10........ 8:43 p.m.
July 17........ 8:38 p.m.
July 24 ........ 8:32 p.m.
July 31........ 8:24 p.m.

July Shabbat Service Schedule

Shabbat Chukat/Balak, July 3 & 4
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Shacharit: Saturday, 9:00 a.m.
Edgar/zZien Aufruf
Minchah: 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Pinchas, July 10 & 11
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Shacharit. Saturday, 9:00 a.m.
Minchah: 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Matot/Masei, July 17 & 18
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Shacharit: Saturday, 9:00 a.m.
Minchah: 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Chazonluly 24 & 25
Parashat

Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Shacharit: Saturday, 9:00 a.m.

Minchah: 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat NachamuJuly 31 & August 1
Parashat

Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Shacharit: Saturday, 9:00 a.m.

Dévarim

Vadbet chan

n



Upcoming Events & Information

Time for a BaI‘—B—Que? Calendar Chpplngs
B-I-N-G-O!
Thursday, July 2 Lunch & Learn, noon
Summer is finally here, and you know what Saturday, July 4 Edgar/Zien aufiruf at Shabbat services
that means: time for a Bar-B-Que! Mark Monday, July 6 Office Closed (Independence Day obs.)
your calendar for Sunday, August 2" at Thursday, July 9 Tzom Tammuz (minor fast day)
5:00 p.m. for our annual Bar-B-Que. Come, Tuesday, July 14 B’naibers to Showboat (info on page 6)
eat, schmooze and play blpgo. See the en- Wednesday, July 22 Preschool “Undernight”, 5:00 p.m.
closed flyer for more details and reservation Wednesday, July29 T i s h aeveBid Arugram (see below)

form. Send in your reservations early to

take advantage of the lower pricing. Thursday, July 30 Ti s h a(mdodlisnday)

Sunday, August 2 Blood Drive, 2:00-5:00 p.m.; Annual
Bar-B-Que, 5:00-7:00 p.m. (this page)

Volunteers are needed to serve food, clean
up, and help with bingo. Contact Sheryl
Rutzick (763-557-0244) or
LeeAnn Ancier (763-542-8727)
if you are interested.

Ti s h ad BBeniAgrof Commemoration

7:30 p.m.  Study & Discussion: “How the Destruction of the
Temple Changed Judaism Forever”

8:25 p.m.  Lighting of yahrzeit candle
8:30 p.m. Ma 0 asérvicy, followed by a reading of Eichah

2009 Community S 6 | i Pcograni: The Gates Are Closing a play by Merle Feld

The Gates Are Closing takes place in a synagogue on Yom Kippur evening, the following morning, and late that after-
noon. The action follows 10 characters spanning a wide range of ages, backgrounds, and professions as they grapple
with issues of identity, meaning, loyalty, betrayal, repentance, and forgiveness on this most somber of days. Join us as

we examine the meaning and purpose of the High Holidays, Saturday evening, September 12th, here at B’nai Emet.

Our Family

July Anniversaries Congratulations to...

...Anita Siegel for 30 years working in the B’nai Emet office. Yasher koach!

Joseph & Nettie Beers 24 years . ) . ,
...Harvey & Renee Fishman on the birth of their great-grandson Tobias Elan.
Joel & Sherry Coffino 27 years ; . .
. ...all of our confirmation students, and graduating high school, college, and
Bruce & Paula Freidson 35 years : > |
. graduate school students, and all of their families.
Bradley & Elizabeth Kaplan 13 years oo .
. ...Susan & Stuart Weinstein on the recent engagement of their son, Ben, to
Ben & Alison Kaufman 9 years Ellen Kleiner, daughter of Morris & Sally Kleiner.
Erving & LIS? London 36 years ...Elaine & Mike Herman on the birth of their granddaughter, Catalina
Edward & Alice Mall 37 years Elizabeth Herman. Proud parents are Justin & Mary Herman, as is
Norman & Addie Perl 63 years grandmother Shirley Conners.
Barry & Cindy Shear 26 years ...Moriah Ziman on becoming a bat mitzvah, and to her parents, Heidi &
Ethan & Julie Tarshish 3 years Paul Ziman, her brothers, Aaron and Isaac, and her grandparents, Fred &
Sully & Heidi Tarshish 34 years . Ruth i“;an ang %Orothﬁ’ Winer. ¢ their daughter Hana
Richard & D Wolf: 37 ...Bonnie arry Farb on the recent marriage of t e1r daug tey ana (our
MIC EgL Bett o;ma orson 55 years congregational nurse!) to Dan Moshe, son of Cindy & David Moshe.
ax city £eman years Mazal tov to the newlyweds!
If your anniversary is not listed and ...Helen & Richard Averbach on the recent marriage of their daughter Jessica
should be, please let us know. (our former youth director) to Shanan Edelheit, son of Rabbi Joseph

Edelheit and of Naomi Angel. Mazal tov to the newlyweds!



KOSH ER KROSSWORD *Solution on Page 7

ACROSS: LT ANEEEEN

1 World _ Congress I i [ [ ] I .

4 Onthe Roof - || | | - —

5 Babylonia country — — M H /=

6 Israel intelligence agency — M = = — M M

8 Roman Abramovich: _ Football Club owner — — — 1 1
12 Lively Jewish music T
15 Al Capp: Li'l __ cartoonist ] 7]
17 1956:  Campaign "TT] T
18 Donhany Synagogue city
19 "To Life" [© | & =]
22 Israeli anthem i | I
23 Passover prophet =111 [ [ *1 1]
24 Mystic Israeli city - ® | | - -
25 Eyepatch general - " | ||
28 European banking family I I N | | -
29 Biblical dreams interpreter TN R 1~ - | |
30 Bereshit - — -
31 Major Israeli port l | — | = | |
32 Purim month

13 Dead Sea kibbutz and oasis (2 wds)

DOWN: 14 Exodus desert food
1 Leader after Moses 16 An Old City gate
2 English Baruch habah 17 Ancient Jewish court
3 Jewish campus organization 18 Kristallnacht: Night of (2 wds)
4 Famous US Yiddish newspaper 20 Congratulations (2 wds)
6 Doorpost mitzvah 21 Passover meal
7 First Jewish king 22 Founded by Henrietta Szold
9 New York mayor, Michael 26 Jewish proverb: As you teach, you will __
10 1897: First __ Congress 27 Historic desert fortress
11 Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 28 Yigdal Amir assassinated him
12 Mourners' prayer 29 TV's Judge  Sheindlin

Our Synagogue—-All in the Mishpacha

Shalom and greetings from Mishpacha! Steve and [ wish to thank our members for helping make this a terrific past
year. We also want to thank all the members who have opened up their homes, hearts, and creativity to host events this
year. We have enjoyed house parties and plays, and now we’re looking forward to the end of our year’s activities. Our
group is planning to enjoy a kosher barbeque at the home of Harold & Sari Lederman. The evening will include barbe-
qued hot dogs with all the trimmings, pareve desserts, and of course, a wonderful time schmoozing with our friends!

What: Barbeque at the Lederman home Where: 11510 48th Avenue North, Plymouth, MN
When: Sunday, July 26 at 5:30 p.m. Cost: $9.00 per person
Why: We love your company! R.S.V.P. to Sari Lederman (763-559-2802) by July 10th

Thanks to Sue Cohn and Sandy Rudoy and volunteers for helping plan, coordinate, serve the meals at the Ronald
McDonald House. It means a lot to the families of the critically ill children at the University of Minnesota Hospitals.
Thanks to Sandy Harris for her timely newsletters to help keep us informed of upcoming events and Mishpacha news
tidbits. Finally, we are holding an open board meeting on August 20. Come help us plan the upcoming year. We wel-
come everyone’s ideas! As of this Scroll, location has not yet been determined, so please contact Nancy Serber (763-
546-0477) for that information.



Our Synagogue

Men's Club

I am proud to announce the new Men's Club
Executive Board. Sharing the co-presidency
are Jeff Friedson and me, Steve Gold-
schmidt, with Joel Coffino as the new
Treasurer.

In other news, we have lowered the cost of
membership this year to only $12.00. This
was partially based on helping out our mem-
bers during the current financial crisis. We
want and need new members. Being of a ma-
ture age is not a requirement to join. In fact,
we at Men’s Club believe that ‘young’ and
‘old’ are strictly states of mind. (Except when
you’re trying to get that senior discount!)

We have great plans this year. We are trying
to get some summer activities going that can
include bringing the kids or grandkids.
(Boating, a Twins game....) Of course, we’ll
still have the latke dinner during Hanukkah,
but this year with a twist: we’re going to have
a latke brunch instead! We are always trying
new things. We will have the wine expo/food
tasting event again with a few changes that all
will enjoy.

All we need is YOU! See the form below, and
become a member of Men's Club today!

President

B’nai Emet Men’s Club
Membership Application

Dues $12.00 per year
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State

E-mail

Home Phone

Cell Phone

Please send this form along with your
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I
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I

I
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: I
Zip |
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I
check, payable to B’'nai Emet Men’s Club. |
I

Womends Leag

Election of Officers

The following women have been nominated for office for
the 2009-2011 term.

Co-Presidents............. Linda Erlich & Terry Freedman
Vice Presidents .......... Jeanne Kaufman

............. Tiki Kelner

............. Miriam Kieffer
Treasurer.................... Fran Moses
Financial Secretary ....Fay Frieman
Parliamentarian.......... Lorraine Astren

Elections and installation will be on September 1%. If
there is anyone who is interested in becoming a member
of either the Women’s League Executive Committee or
its Board of Trustees, or would like to be on a committee,
please call Anita Siegel at 763-553-2614. All are wel-
come.

ue

Dr. Steve Goldschmiccc\%igﬁﬂ

BONAI BER

invites you to join us at the
Mississippi River Showboat as
the University Players present

A Doctor |

A comedy that will fill your prescription for
entertainment and leave you in stitches,
whether you need them or not!

Al s There

WHEN: Tuesday, July 14, 2009, at 2:30 p.m.
Carpools will leave B’nai Emet at 1:30 p.m.

COST: $20 per person.
Reservations due by July 7.

Bring your reservation in to the
synagogue office along with your
check, payable to B’naibers.

S




Our Family

Torah Tulips by Madalina Kelner

In May 2008, | asked my dad, "How come our synagogue has so many Torah scrolls that we don't use?" He said that
they needed repair, or had smudged letters, and repairing them was very costly. I thought all night about what my dad
said, and in the morning, I told my dad that I had an idea. He was pretty surprised and incredibly proud. He suggested
that I talk to the rabbi. So, the next Shabbat 1 told Rabbi Selch my idea and she liked it also. My idea was to make tis-
sue paper flowers and sell them at the 2009 Purim Carnival. Each flower would be different, with a leaf attached to the
stem. On one side of the leaf it would say “Torah Tulips” and on the other i
side, “by Madalina.” After I sold the flowers, the money would go to fix
the Torah scrolls.

we stayed up soooo late to make them, but it was well worth it. I made 26
flowers and one poster and sold all of them. I even got some donations af-
ter the flowers ran out! Towards the end of the Purim Carnival, I presented §
a check for $38.00 to Sari Lederman, Synagogue Co-President and Wendy
Grosser, Purim Carnival Chairperson. Over the microphone I thanked eve-
ryone who bought Torah Tulips or made a donation. So now I have raised '

money to go towards fixing the Torah scrolls. 1know that it’s not enough, ~Madalina presents a check to Co-President

so I want to do it next year also!! This is one goal that I had fun achieving. Sari Lederman and Purim Carnival Chair
Wendy Grosser .

Q A ? q m A g ] I...m[r‘mel&er MorrEMuh!r 0 he]eatht)!higistelr,\ -

Zseni Meiersdorf...

...our member Holly Fagel on the death of her mother, our

member Dorothy Fagel... ...our member Beverly Dolinsky on the death of her son,

Neil Dolinsky, as well as to Neil’s aunt, our member

...our member Barry Shear on the death of his father, Harriet Hilecher. .

Melvin Shear...
...our member Adrienne Bodor on the death of her mother,
our member Ana Grosz...

...our members Renee Weinberg and Marc Weinberg on the
death of their mother and grandmother, Sylvia Rose...

...our member Leslie Rosenberg on the death of her father,

Harold Witkin... ...and to all of their families and loved ones. May the
...our member Patti Sherman on the death of her cousin, Almighty comfort them, along with all the mourners
James Dorfsman... of Zion and Jerusalem.
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) Kosher Krossword Solution
WOMENGOGS LEAGUWE

CATERING

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be able to
plan a party and not have to
worry about the food?

All you have to do is call Tiki Kelner,
Women’s League Caterer,
at 952-932-9799, and she’ll do the rest.

Tiki plans meals for every occasion!
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THE SCROLL

Newsletter of
B’nai Emet Synagogue
3115 Ottawa Avenue South
St. Louis Park, MN 55416
Phone: 952-927-7309 ¢ Fax: 952-927-0179
www.B’naiemet.org

STAFF & CLERGY

Charni Flame Selch.........ccoeveveoivinirecnne. Rabbi
ATt SHIagg ..c.cvveveveiiiiieieieceeeeee Cantor
Sean M. Murphy ................... Executive Director
Marnie Lazarus .. Youth Director
Marilyn Richter Early Childhood Director
Ilana Farb ......cccccooveeeenne Congregational Nurse
OFFICERS

Adeel Saad .......coovveineiee President
David Cera. .................. Executive Vice President
Erving London ........c.ecevveeieennne Vice President
Ross Markus.........ccocevevevienenennnn Vice President
Esther Paletz.........ocooevveiieennne Vice President
Nancy Serber.........coveeeerenenennes Vice President
Wendy Grosser.........coeeeeeveerereeeeeeenenes Secretary
Joel Coffino.....cceveveeeriieiieieieeeiee Treasurer

Sari Lederman & Paul Tuchman
.......................... Immediate Past Presidents
Alan Ingber .......ocoovvvieerieenieens Past President

AFFILIATES
Linda Erlich & Terry Freedman
.................... Women’s League Co-Presidents
Jeff Freidson & Steve Goldschmidt
.............................. Men’s Club Co-Presidents
Elana Graf .........ccccocevveivieirierinens USY President

........................... Mishpacha Co-Presidents
& Carole Harris
....................................... B’naibers Co-Chairs

Use Scrip for All of Your Shopping Needs

DATED MATERIAL!

Scrip is just another name for gift certificates. It’s used just like cash, and can be given as a gift for
graduations, bar/bat mitzvahs, celebrating a new baby, an anniversary, a birthday, or anything at all! Lot’s
of people use it for their regular shopping trips: groceries, hardware, clothes—you name it. Because when

you buy scrip through B’nai Emet, a small percentage of your purchase comes back to the synagogue.
So when you buys scrip, you’re supporting our fundraising efforts, and the future of our congregation!

Applebees

B. Dalton Booksellers
Baby Gap

Barnes & Noble
Banana Republic
Bath & Body Works
Best Buy
Aqtdffdqgaor
Caribou Coffee
Bghkhagqr

Cub Foods

w W W W wWw w W W W W W

A

§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Gap

Home Depot
JCPenney
Jngkaor
Macaroni Grill

L ffh mnaor
Noodles & Company
Old Mavy

Olive Garden
Panera

Pt hymnaor

§ Rainbow Foods
§ Ruby Tuesday
§ Subway

§ SFH Eqhc xor

Watch your Scroll for
even more kinds of Scrip!
Webre getting

online version of the Scrip

program, with thousands of
different companies
participating, including things
like Amazon.com!




