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B’nai Emet Welcomes 
Cantor Art Shragg

B’nai Emet is excited to welcome Cantor Art
Shragg as our new part-time Hazzan, beginning July 1.
After serving as our High Holiday Hazzan for the past
three years, Cantor Shragg will now be part of our
B’nai Emet family year-round.

We’re thrilled to have Cantor Shragg with us. His
talents and enthusiasm will help enhance our services
and our synagogue, and he is looking forward to get-
ting to know all of us better.

Among his many roles, he will be leading Shabbatservices twice each
month, leading musical Kabbalat Shabbatservices on six Friday evenings
throughout the year, working with our b’nai mitzvah, and assisting Rabbi Selch
with hospital and nursing home visits. He will continue to serve as our High
Holiday cantor.

We are very proud of the many lay members of B’nai Emet who lead services
throughout the week and on Shabbat. Even with Cantor Shragg’s leadership,
there will still be plenty of opportunities to continue to enjoy the lay participa-
tion that is a hallmark of ourshul.

Cantor Shragg grew up at B’nai Abraham Synagogue, returning to sing with
its adult choir and to direct and produce the youth choir at B’nai Emet under the
guidance of Cantor Shalom Markovits and Steve Barnett. As a young teacher, he
was mentored at B’nai Emet by Charles Marks and taught here and assisted in its
USY programs. 

Following his graduation from the University of Minnesota with a B.A. in
Jewish Studies, Cantor Shragg continued his learning at Midreshet Y’rushalayim,
the Conservative movement’s center in Jerusalem and at the University of
Judaism in Los Angeles. He earned his degree in Sacred Music and was ordained
as Hazzan from the Cantors Institute of the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America in New York. 

After serving congregations in Anaheim, CA, Potomac, MD, and Cleveland,
OH, he returned to the Twin Cities several years ago. During that time he con-
tinued to distinguish himself as a teacher, mentor, and as a creative developer of
synagogue programming. Cantor Shragg has demonstrated strong pastoral skills
and is passionate about those aspects of the cantorate that occur away from the
bimah. 

Evening Minyan Moves
to 6:00 P.M. 

Starting August 1st
During this past winter, over 50 congre-

gants responded to our survey about
minyantimes and attendance. This June,
the Executive Committee reviewed the rec-
ommendations of the Ritual and Religious
Committee regarding changes that should
be made resulting from congregant input.
The changes adopted at this meeting are:
1. Starting August 1, 2008 our evening

minyanfor all days of the week will
start at 6:00 p.m. Starting later gives
members a few more minutes to get to
minyanafter work. This time is also 15
minutes later than other conservative
synagogues in our area.

2. For evening minyanim we will only
pray the Minchahor Ma’ariv service as
appropriate. For summer, we will pray
Minchahas it is too early to do Ma’ariv.
For winter, we will pray Ma’ariv since
it is too late to doMinchah. We will
always have two Kaddishes. They will
be separated by a short study session to
allow for the second Kaddish to be said.
During the times of the year where sun-
down is around 6:00 p.m. we will pray
both Minchahand Ma’ariv. 
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The Rabbi!s Inkwell
By now I hope you have all heard about the recent incidents at the Postville Agriprocessors

kosher plant, which is the largest supplier of kosher meat in the United States. On May 12th,
2008, the US government staged a raid on the plant which was described as the largest in the
history of the United States. Federal authorities arrested hundreds of illegal immigrant workers
during the raid. ICE spokesman Tim Counts said that “The raid was aimed at seeking evidence
of identity theft, stolen Social Security numbers and for people who are in the country ille-
gally.” 

The Rubashkin family has denied the charges. In the meantime, there are many displaced
people who have been working at the plant who now face jail time and deportation. Many of
them were brought to the plant by the recruiters for Agriprocessors specifically in order to work
at the Postville plant. These are people with families, many with children born in the U.S. while
they worked at the kosher plant. Most of these people have no resources and no place to go.

We can say this is an immigration problem, We can say that these people knew what they were getting into when they agreed
to have the plant recruiters pay their way from their home countries. We can say this is someone else’s problem. 

Obviously, there is problem. How can a plant which uses illegal or immoral methods to produce the food, produce kosher
food? How do we as Jews, as human beings, sit by and let other human beings suffer when one of the best known concepts in
Judaism is that all Israel is responsible for one another? For good or for bad, the reputation one Jew makes in the world impacts
on the rest of us. 

There are no immediate, obvious solutions to this issue. I can’t suggest that we all stop buying kosher meat—while that
might make the vegetarians among us happier, it would make most of us a little grumpy. It would also impact negatively on
local markets and suppliers. Our local kosher stores didn’t hire the illegal workers and shouldn’t be penalized for another busi-
ness’s unethical practices.

But what we can do, what you will see in the statement made by United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, is to reex-
amine our buying patterns. The statement was issued May 22, 2008 as a joint project from the United Synagogue and the
Rabbinical Assembly. It begins: 

“In light of continuing disturbing allegations of unacceptable worker conditions at the Agriprocessors Plant in Postville,
Iowa, the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism and the Rabbinical Assembly is united in calling for a thorough evalua-
tion by kosher consumers of the appropriateness ofpurchasing and consuming meat products produced by the Rubashkin’s
label. The allegations about the terrible treatment of workers employed by Rubashkin’s has shocked and appalled members of
the Conservative Movement as well as all people of conscience. As kashrutseeks to diminish animal suffering and offer a
humane method of slaughter, it is bitterly ironic that a plant producing kosher meat be guilty of inflicting human suffering….”

What the Conservative movement is saying is that there is more to kashrut than kosher slaughter. What we are saying is that
each of us as individuals and as households need to think about why we keep kosher and what message we want to send to our-
selves and to others about our own Jewish practices. 

We at B’nai Emet, have begun to learn more about this issue and
how keeping kosher influences more than how our kitchen is operated.
We will be having more informational sessions in the autumn, so
please plan to attend. I am also very proud to say that after discussions
with the kitchen, Gemilut Chesed, and Ritual & Religious committees,
we in the B’nai Emet community have decided not to purchase
Rubashkin products for synagogue functions until the current allega-
tions are answered. We join the other Conservative synagogues in the
Twin Cities in looking for alternative resources. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.

B’Shalom,

Rabbi Charni Flame Selch

In addition to an extensive background in
choral music, vast experience conducting all vari-
eties of musical ensembles, and strong credentials
in musical theater, Hazzan Shragg is a dynamic
performer who has appeared throughout the
United States and Israel on stage and in concert. 

He and his wife Judy, a speech-language
pathologist with Park Nicollet, have been married
for 25 years and have two children, Lior and
Nina. 

Welcoming Cantor Art Shragg
continued from page 1
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Evening Minyan
continued from page 1

Our Synagogue
Finally, summer has arrived! Unfortunately, as you all know, our building

recently suffered from a burst water pipe. Many of you have already generously
responded by sending in money to help cover the deductable, and do some
updating while we are in the construction phase. Thank you so much for your
generosity. Sean Murphy and Joe Moses have been working with the restoration
company to keep things moving along. Our Furnishing & Fine Arts committee
(Beverly Dolinsky, Beverly Finkelstein, and Betty Kohn) has been meeting to
choose paint, carpet, and lighting needs. The Executive Committee and General
Board have been reviewing our needs. Thanks to everyone who has helped out.

This month’s article wouldn’t be complete without mentioning another great
loss to B’nai Emet. Ruth Abzug passed away Friday night, June 6th, after a
courageous battle with cancer. I would venture to say almost all of us in our con-
gregation enjoyed Ruth’s cooking over the years. She was a dedicated member
of B’nai Emet. At Purim time we would find her donating her time to help make
the hamentaschenwe would sell each year and training others to help. Some of
her famous recipes could be found in our old B’nai Emet cookbooks. As you
look at the Perl Wall of Joy in the Baratz Social Hall, you will see the plaque we
dedicated in her honor last year. She picked the location as you enter the kitchen
for all to see and think of her. We also lost Gracie Goldman, another beloved
friend and hard worker of B’nai Emet’s kitchen. The recently purchased ice
maker was dedicated in Gracie’s honor. We will also be putting up a plaque in
memory of Fay Leader, who passed away this year as well, and who spent many,
many hours over the years working in the kitchen, too. Our famous kitchen has
suffered major losses this year, and we hope the next generation will be able to
continue the legacy they left behind. 

Can you believe that before you know it the High Holidays will be here? The
Ritual and religious committee has already met to start working on honors. Torah
School Committee is working on High Holiday programming. Shabbat School is
reviewing their curriculum. There is no down time at B’nai Emet as we look for-
ward to the upcoming year.

We wish our young adults who attend camp or go to Israel a wonderful
summer, and look forward to seeing you back at B’nai Emet to share your expe-
riences with all of us. There is nothing like a summer at a Jewish camp to help a
student enrich their Jewishness by davening at a lake, or welcoming Shabbat
with a group of friends. Or for those going to Israel, hot falafel at a stand,
hearing Hebrew wherever you go and being surprised that you do know what
people are saying, or seeing a whole community shut down on Friday night and
Saturday as everyone enjoys Shabbat. Enjoy your summer, and we will see you
all in the fall.

To those of us still around, young and old alike: we have services every day
at 7:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. (starting August 1st; 5:45 p.m. until then). Help make
a minyanand I promise you will feel good when you leave. You may help
someone say Kaddishfor a loved one. Each Shabbatduring the summer we will
have a light Kiddushafter services. For a nominal fee, you can sponsor a
Kiddush during the summer. If interested, please call Sean. Or if you like to
bake, consider donating some sweets for us to use for our Kiddush. We also need
Torah readers, so please consider taking a reading for aShabbat.

We hope everyone has a wonderful summer and we look forward to running
into you at the synagogue.
B’Shalom,
Sari L ederman & Paul Tuchman
B’nai Emet Co-Presidents

3. We will also explore having a sign
up section put on our website to
allow congregants to sign up for
times when they plan to come to
minyan.The Fox Family Chapel will
have a sign-in book if you attend
minyan.We would like to recognize
our minyanattendees. 

4. We will look to recruit minyan cap-
tains who will be in charge of
recruiting congregants for minyanim.
It is hoped that we will be able to
have enough congregants at
minyanim prior to theminyan start
time. 

5. Starting this fall, on a trial basis, we
will have one late Kabbalat Shabbat
service each month starting at 8:00
p.m. This will be followed by an
oneg.We will also look at having
speakers at these late Friday night
services. 
If you are interested in seeing the

entire survey results, please see our
website or contact the synagogue office. 

Do You Buy Coke
Products?

B’nai Emet is col-
lecting the “My Coke”
rewards numbers to
use towards purchasing
prizes we can use for
various events. If you
currently buy Coke
products by the case,
please tear off the
numbers found inside
the boxes and bring
them the office. This
may help us get some
additional prizes for
raffles. Thanks!

P r e s i d e n t !s Message
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Candle Lighting Times
July 4 8:45 p.m.
July 11 8:42 p.m.
July 18 8:37 p.m.
July 25 8:30 p.m.
August 1 8:22 p.m.
August 8 8:12 p.m.
August 15 8:01 p.m.
August 22 7:50 p.m.
August 29 7:37 p.m.

D aily Service Schedule
Shacharit

Monday–Friday 7:30 a.m.
Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 9:00 a.m.

Minchah
Daily Through July: 5:45 p.m.

Beginning August 1: 6:00 p.m.

All Are Welcome
B’nai Emet Synagogue is committed to the inclusion of all people in

synagogue activities. If accommodations for special needs would enhance
or enable your participation in synagogue events, please contact the
Special Needs/Inclusion Committee through the synagogue office.

Shabbat Chazon, August 8 & 9
Parashat D’varim
Erev Tisha B’Av

Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Shacharit: Saturday, 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Minchah: 6:00 p.m.
___________

Shabbat Nachamu,August 15 & 16
Parashat Va’etchanan

Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Shacharit: Saturday, 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Minchah: 6:00 p.m.
Bar Mitzvah: Ari Biesse-Paskoff

___________
Shabbat Eikev, August 22 & 23

Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Shacharit: Saturday, 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Minchah: 6:00 p.m.
___________

Shabbat Re’eh, August 29 & 30
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Shacharit: Saturday, 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Minchah: 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Chukkat,July 4 & 5
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 p.m.

Shabbat Shacharit: Saturday, 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Minchah: 5:45 p.m.

___________
Shabbat Balak, July 11 & 12

Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 p.m.
Shabbat Shacharit: Saturday, 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Minchah: 5:45 p.m.
___________

Shabbat Pinchas, July 18 & 19
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 p.m.

Shabbat Shacharit: Saturday, 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Minchah: 5:45 p.m.

___________
Shabbat Mattot,July 25 & 26

Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 p.m.
Shabbat Shacharit: Saturday, 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Minchah:5:45 p.m.
___________

Shabbat Masei,August 1 & 2
Rosh Chodesh

Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Shacharit: Saturday, 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Minchah: 6:00 p.m.

S e r v i c e s

Shabbat Service Schedule

B!rakhim Ha-Ba!im
Welcoming New Members

We want to extend a warm welcome to our newest members: Jaclyn
& Jacob Millner, and Jerry & Maddy Banwell. Make sure to welcome
them when you see them around shul!
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Did I Hear 411?
As we work to keep our budget in line over the years, we have had to cut our

office staff hours. They all make the most of their time while at work, and although
they love to hear from our congregants, our office is not 411. If you are looking for
a phone number, please check the phone book or online instead of calling the office.

Also, please be aware when you ask for a congregant’s phone number or email
address, that B’nai Emet has a policy of keeping that information private, so the
office is not allowed to give that information out (with the exception of officers and
employees of the congregation). If you do need to get in touch with someone, the
office staff can contact the person you wish to reach, and relay your phone number
and/or email address, so the other person can get in touch with you. This way we
can facilitate contact between our congregants and still respect individuals’desire
for privacy.

B’naibers About Town
B’naibers, our senior adult group at B’nai Emet, will once again board the

Minnesota Centennial Showboat, docked at Harriet Island, for their new production
of The Count of Monte Cristo, Tuesday, August 19 at 2:30 p.m. Cost is $20 per
person, and transportation will be provided by carpools that will leave the syna-
gogue at 1:45 p.m. The story follows the adventures of a dashing sailor who is
wrongly sentenced to spend the rest of his life in prison by those jealous of his good
fortune. Don’t miss the drama, sweet revenge, and swashbuckling fun of this play.
Cast members will also present the best vaudevillian musical numbers from the
Showboat’s first 50 years. Reserve by August 10, checks made payable to
B’naibers, B’nai Emet Synagogue, 3115 Ottawa Ave. S., Saint Louis Park, MN
55416. 

Upcoming Events & Information

Needed!
New calendar advertisers are

needed for the 2008/2009 B’nai Emet
calendar. Please make a list of the
retailers you deal with so they may be
contacted regarding our calendar.
Time is important, so please either
email your names to
anita@bnaiemet.org or call the office
with these names

Calling All
Volunteers!

We have set aside the date of
Sunday, August 3rd, to do some major
cleaning of our synagogue after all the
restoration work is complete. From
dusting to major scrubbing to outside
yard work, there is something for
everyone. Bring your buckets and your
rags and come with family and friends.
We will all work together to bring our
home back to the shape it was, or
better. Please let the office know if you
are coming and how many helpers you
are bringing. We will start right after
9:00 a.m. minyan. Let’s start the holi-
days off on the right foot to a cleaner
and brighter tomorrow.

Calendar Clippings
• Perek Yomi discussion group (Sundays following morning minyanor on

Shabbatduring Kiddush): Saturday, July 12; Sunday, July 20; 
Sunday, August 17

Shabbat School SummerCamp: 
Thursdays, August 14, 21, and 28, 6:00 p.m.

Friday, July 4: Independence Day, Office Closed; 
Annual Bar-B-Que (With a Twist) 5:45 p.m.

Sunday, July 13: B’nai Emet Kitchens Kashrut Class, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, July 20: Tzom Tammuz (Minor Fast Day)
Sunday, August 3: Synagogue Clean-up Day; USYCar Wash 

(Rain Date: August 17)
Wednesday, August 6: Adult Ed. Pre-Tisha B’Av Class, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, August 7: Lunch & Learn, Noon
Sunday, August 10: Tisha B’Av (Major Fast Day)
Tuesday, August 19: B’naibers to Showboat
Thursday, August 21: General Board Meeting,* 7:30 p.m.
Monday, August 25: Preschool Ice Cream Social, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, August 27: Shabbat School Orientation, (Time TBD—evening)
Monday, September 1: Labor Day, Office Closed.
* As always, members of B’nai Emet are invited to sit in on General Board
meetings and listen to the proceedings.

Many thanks to Fran & Joe
Moses for their donation of a
brand new riding lawn mower
to the synagogue! This has
greatly sped up the process of
mowing many of the areas
around the building, leaving
time for our custodian to work
on other needed projects!
Todah rabah!



Men’s Club to Hold
Major Sale!

Yep, we’re having a sale…
A membership sale! For all you

guys and gals out there, the B’nai Emet
Men’s Club is looking for some great
members. We’re working to raise
money because we need to have a certi-
fied scribe fix some of the Torah
scrolls. We’ve done other Torah repair
jobs in the past, and they have depleted
our treasury, so your dues of “chai”
($18) per year would help out enor-
mously.

Anyway, with a new rabbi, great
promotions, and much happening
around the synagogue, other parts of
our synagogue have needed repairs as
well. We have helped pay for a new
and better ice maker in the kitchen, and
we are looking at ways to work on
other areas, too.

Please, male or female, join us, and
remember whenever we serve break-
fast, it is included in your dues (unless
it is an announced fundraiser). 

Past members of B’nai Emet Men’s
Club, come on back! We have lots of
good things proposed for the next year.
Fun, exciting, enormously good works
for our mutual desire to enhance B’nai
Emet. See you soon!
Sincerely,
Marv Frieman

6

A Note from the Executive Director
Ready! Set! Calendar!

This year, we are trying something novel when it comes to setting the syna-
gogue’s calendar events. Usually, we have groups planning events at all different
lengths of time beforehand—some plan the whole year out, some plan three or four
months beforehand, and sometimes groups plan only one or two months out. This
means that conflicts would often arise because dates that a group expected to be
available when it was making its plans are already taken by another group.

So this year, to head that off at the pass, we invited all of the major groups to
either attend a joint calendaring meeting or to submit their programming requests
for the whole year in advance. On Monday night, June 16th, we all got together
and, using a large panel of calendars on the wall and a variety or colored sticky
notes, we outlined all of the major programming for the next year. It took about two
hours, but believe me, it normally takes about forty or fifty hours worth of time to
do the same task. I was thrilled with what we accomplished in such a short time,
and that so many of the people who work with organizing events got to see how
complex the process can be. Once we were done, everyone paused for a moment to
smile for the camera (except Cantor Art Shragg, who had another appointment and
had to run).

Great job, everyone!

Calendar Organizers Unite! Pictured at the June 16th joint calendaring meeting are:
(Front Row, left to right) Mike Lurie, Shabbat School Coordinator; Jessica

Averbach, outgoing Youth Director; Jeanne Kaufman, Torah Explorers Director;
Joel Coffino, Men’s Club Co-President; Wendy Grosser, Purim Carnival Chair;

(Back Row) Bev Dolinsky, B’naibers Co-Chair; Nancy Serber, Youth Commission
Co-Chair; Jeri Saad, Preschool Assistant Director; Sheryl Rutzick, Bar-B-Que,

Caberet Night, and Hamentaschen Chair; Sari Lederman, Co-President; 
Paul Tuchman, Co-President; Sean M. Murphy, Executive Director; and 

Rabbi Charni Flame Selch. 

Our Synagogue

Scroll Deadline
Monday, August 4, for the
September 1, 2008 issue.

That issue will cover 
September and October so

please plan accordingly!
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Our Synagogue

Women’s League Hosts Children’s Fashion Show...
For the final event of the year, Women’s League Annual Mitzvah Fund hosteda children’s fashion show with clothing sup-

plied by “Half Pint for Kids” clothing store.The models are all from our Early Childhood Department. Even one of the mothers
was a graduate of our program just a few years ago. Parents and grandparentskvelledas the children marched around the Baratz
Social Hall in their finery. Pictured below are some of our models.

The monies raised from our Mitzvah Fund stay in our sisterhood and enable us to continue to support our synagogue, our
main kitchen, and our Early Childhood Department.If you have not yet made your donation or would like to add to your pre-
vious donation, it is not too late.Just send your check to the synagogue attention to Mitzvah Fund.

KOACH Bir thright Israel Winter Trip
Registration Opens September 10th

Thanks to Taglit-Birthright Israel, if you are a Jewish young
adult, 18-26, who has never been to Israel on an organized peer-
group trip, now is your chance to visit Israel for free! This pro-
gram includes travel to Israel from selected gateway cities, land
accommodations at quality guest houses and hotels, most meals,
and ten days of programming. For more information about partici-
pating in a KOACH trip, check out www.koach.org, click the drop
down menu for “Programs,” and select “birthright israel trip.” 

Our Community
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Introducing the New and Improved*
Gemilut Chesed Committee!

Wonderful changes are taking place here at B’nai Emet. No doubt
you’ve heard the expression “two heads are better than one.” Well, how
about “one committee is better than four”?

Here’s what’s happening: the Bikkur Cholim, Chesed, Special Needs
Inclusion, and Social Action Committees have joined forces to make a
stronger connection in the synagogue and in the community for people
who can benefit from the work they do. Our new name is Gemilut
Chesed, which means “Acts of Loving Kindness.” It was felt that the
four individual committees shared a similar purpose—helping those in
need—and that they could accomplish more by coming together as a
larger group.

As you are reading this article, you might be thinking that you or
your family could become involved in some facet of Gemilut Chesed,
but you aren’t sure what we do. So here is a taste of what we’re all about:
• Bikkur Cholim visits our ill members in hospitals and nursing

homes, providing comfort, support, and a friendly smile to give the ill
person a boost.

• Chesed works in conjunction with Bikkur Cholim by cooking meals
and making sure there are meals stored in the freezer at the syna-
gogue. They also deliver the meals to members who have returned
home from the hospital or nursing home, or to members that have just
experienced a death in the family. Recently, this group made shalach
manotpackages for Purim.

• Special Needs Inclusion has the mission of trying to provide oppor-
tunities for our members to have full participation and access to all
services and activities at B’nai Emet, regardless of their physical,
cognitive, emotional, or behavioral abilities. Previous projects were
the installation of the ramp to thebimahfor wheelchair access and
electronic door openers to the back entrance. This group also spon-
sors an annual Inclusion Shabbat,highlighting special needs aware-
ness. Future projects are seating accessibility in the sanctuary and a
specialTorah reading stand for people with physical challenges.

• Social Action is focused on the areas of literacy, poverty, family vol-
unteering for JFCS’s Hag Sameach program, and sponsoring a baby
shower for a local crisis nursery. In the past, Social Action has
worked with Habitat for Humanity, Jewish Community Action, and
other social action groups on a wide variety of projects.
The opportunities to become involved with the Gemilut Chesed

Committee are endless. Surely, there is something for everyone’s inter-
ests. We can all make a positive difference in our community, both here
at B’nai Emet and in the wider world. If you would like to find out more
about becoming involved, please contact the B’nai Emet office, and they
will put you in touch with us!

*Editor’s Note: I know, I know—how can it be both newand improved? See, it’s actu-
ally a little bit of both. It’s a newcommittee, but it’s an improvedversion of four
older, separate committees. It’s just fun to say “new and improved.” Try it. “New and
improved.” See? Kinda like a day at the water park, only a lot less expensive.

Our Synagogue

B’nai Emet Judaica Shop
Update

Due to the water damage in the syna-
gogue, the Judaica Shop had to clear out and
close its door. This meant a big loss of sales
for graduations, b’nai mitzvah, anniversaries,
weddings, etc. Even a special 25% off sale
had to be cancelled! The shop hopes to have
a grand re-opening sale when all the con-
struction is complete. Look for lots of new
merchandise and give us suggestions for
items we don’t carry. Thank you for your
understanding. We hope you’ll help us get
back on our feet when we re-open.
—Carole Harris
Judaica Shop Maven

Greetings from Mishpacha
We had a lovely evening on May 17th as we

met for our final event of the year. We went to
the Minneapolis JCC where we attended a play
entitled The Fence. It was a very interesting
look at the way the Jewish and Muslim faiths
interact with one another and how much tradi-
tions and prejudices play a part in the daily lives
of these two cultures. We don’t have any events
planned for the rest of the summer but are
eagerly awaiting ouropen board meeting
August 27th. We welcome all members to join
us as we plan events for the coming year.
Currently, we are looking for a place to have the
meeting and anyone interested should feel free
to call Nancy or Steve Serber (763) 546-0477
for more information. We wish to thank all our
hosts and planners, and of course, our members
for another great year of fun-filled activities. We
hope to see you all active participants in the
coming year. Just a reminder that Mishpacha
will once again be selling the Entertainment
Happenings books for 2008-09 as one of our
fundraisers. We hope you will participate in this
endeavor as it helps us raise the funds that we
donate to many different worthy causes
(including scholarship donations for our own
USY and Kadima kids). We hope you have a
wonderful summer with your families and
friends. See you in the fall!
B’Shalom,
Co-Presidents Steve and Nancy Serber
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Our Yo u t h

B’nai Emet Early
Childhood Department

Camp Ahava!
The children at Camp Ahava are having

a wonderful summer! Water play is a big
summertime hit as well as baking challah
on Shabbat! Special event guests who
have to come to visit have included the
Playmakers Storytime Theater" bringing
costumes and face paint as well as asking
the children to act out stories! Of course
camp wouldn#t be exciting without pony
rides" the petting zoo and Grammie Goose!
The preschool halls are filled with excite$
ment as everyone is experiencing great
summer fun!

Shabbat School News
You may have heard the old adage" %the more things change" the more they

stay the same&! When I think of how this phrase applies to Shabbat School" I
can#t help but wonder %how much more change is there?&

I have put two children through the program in the last ' years! Back when
Adam started" there was a staff of four paid adult teachers ( now we have two
passionate unpaid volunteers! Back then" there was a more than a )$to$) ratio
of tutors to students ( next year we will" for the first time in recent memory"
fall below that ratio! Back then" the tutors taught only what they knew ( now
we have a documented" common curriculum for all students and tutors to
follow *my thanks to Rabbi Abramson for masterminding the concept for us+!
Back then" there were no quantitative or qualitative measures of progress (
now we have systems in place to provide meaningful feedback to parents on
the progress of their child!

So how much more change is in store for the Shabbat School? With Rabbi
Woolf#s retirement" we are without a Talmud Torah liaison to teach the
meaning of t#fillot to our ,th graders" and life cycles & ethics to our -th
graders! We are working with the administration of Talmud Torah to appoint a
new resource for us! With the hiring of Cantor Art Shragg" we have two addi$
tional resources to work into our program.the Cantor and Rabbi Selch! Rabbi
Selch was unable to join us downstairs much this past year due to her commit$
ments in the main service! With the diminishing number of high school tutors"
we will have to adjust how we teach in order to provide full coverage to all our
students!

Over the summer" the Torah School Committee will be meeting to address
all these issues" and come up with ideas and plans to address all our changes
and challenges! In the end" one thing will not change ( our commitment to pro$
viding a meaningful" fun learning experience to our pre$B#nai Mitzvah children
and parents that will result in a meaningful transition into Jewish adulthood"
and hopefully a continuation into Prozdor and ultimately being a tutor in our
program!
B’Shalom,
Mike Lurie, Shabbat School Coordin ator
Mike.Lurie00@gmail.com

Metro Dining Cards 
B#nai Emet Early Childhood

Department is pleased to once again
be selling Metro Dining Cards at only
/01 per set! Purchasers may enjoy
monthly discounts at many Twin
Cities restaurants with cards that
may be used from now through May
0112! To order your set of Dining
Cards" please contact Terry
Freedman or Jeri Saad at 230$20-$
'445" in the Preschool Office! The
cards are also available in the B#nai
Emet Synagogue Office!

Shabbat School
Volunteer Positions

Available:
The Shabbat School is looking for
dedicated adult volunteers to
provide supervision and teaching
in our school! Must be willing to
be present on most Shabbat
mornings! Contact Mike Lurie for
more details!

Attention all 
High School Students: 

The B#nai Emet Shabbat School
needs YOU! Our program pro$
vides you with an opportunity to
hang out with some really cool
Jewish teenagers just like your$
self! All you have to do is come to
the synagogue on Saturday
mornings during the school year"
teach the children" stay for a free
lunch" and for this you will
receive scholarship credits that
you can use for qualifying Jewish
experiences such as summer
camps" trips to Israel" and USY
conventions! Contact Mike Lurie
for more details!
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Our Yo u t h

Youth Commission
Shalom from the members of the Youth

Commission! We are in the process of winding down
from a very productive and great year for our youth
group! We have seen our young people really shine this
past year under the very capable leadership of Youth
Director Jessica Averbach! As many of you are already
aware" Jessica has devoted the past 4 years to helping
our kids achieve a fabulous chapter" one they can be
very proud of! They had some great programming
under her leadership! Many of the friendships and lead$
ership skills our kids have learned will remain a valu$
able part of their lives for many years to come! Jessica
is now moving on in an effort to further her career! I
know the entire youth commission joins me in
thanking her for all she has done to enrich our kids#
lives and further teach them a love for Jewish values
and ideals! We also want to wish Jess and her fianc6"
Shanan Edelheit" a future filled with love and happi$
ness! You will be missed" Jess" but we wish you the best
of everything!

A sub$committee was formed earlier this spring
consisting of the Rabbi" parents and 0 of our USY$ers"
to hire a new youth director! Thank you especially to
Sheila Cohen who so graciously led the interviewing
process! I also wish to let Chava Lederman and Adam
Lurie know how valuable your input was in choosing a
new leader for the group! We had several very good
candidates and feel we have chosen a wonderful suc$
cessor in Marnie Lazarus! We are very excited about
the enthusiasm Marnie has to keep this chapter strong
and growing! WELCOME MARNIE!!

We have been informed that our beloved Bruce
Berezovsky will be stepping down as treasurer and
from his many years of commitment to the Youth
Commission! Bruce has worn many hats during these
years besides treasurer! He was Youth Commission
chair himself and for many years we have relied on his
capabilities during many play seasons and Matzo Bries!
Todah rabah" Bruce" for all you have done! We love
you and wish you the best! We know you will always
be there for our kids! Lastly" I wish to thank all the
members of Youth Commission for all your support"
guidance" and the time and effort you volunteer to
help our chapter members!

Our final wrap up meeting of the year was held on
June 0nd! We look forward to working together again
next year! Anyone interested in serving on the youth
commission should contact Nancy Serber for informa$
tion! We would love to have your input
B’Shalom,
Nancy Serber, Youth Commission Chair

Torah Explorers!
The Torah Explorers met for the last

time this year on Erev Shavuot!
Students" siblings and parents of pre$
sent and possible future students
explored Shavuot through Hebrew let$
ters" words" games" songs" crafts and
even a Shavuot snack! I want to thank
everyone who attended and I am looking forward to an eager
and curious class next year! 

I am working on curriculum outlines and the calendar for
next year! Classes will begin after the High Holidays this year!
Registration materials are available now! If you have ques$
tions regarding enrollment or curriculum for Torah Explorers
please call the synagogue office!
B’Shalom,
Jeanne Kaufman

Our Family
The following permanent seat plaque has been installed in

the Fingerhut Sanctuary

%In honor of Michael Engel and Bernice Mintz 
and the love they shared…

A love for all time!&

The following plaques have been installed in the Memorial
Alcove of the Fox Family Chapel:

Harry Breitman
Grace Goldman

Isadore H! Milstein

Hospital Notices
We need to hear from you.
Due to federal HIPAA regulations, we do not receive a

notice when someone is in the hospital—and if we don’t
know, we can’t call or visit. Please phone the synagogue
office to let us know when a member of your family, a
friend, or other member of the community is in the hospital
or other health-care facility.
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Congregational Announcements
o Congratulations to Tris & Sandy Hage on the engagement of their

son Aaron to Jennifer Walder" and to Jim & Sue Walder of
Plymouth!

o Congratulations to Adeel & Jeri Saad on the marriage of their
daughter Jaclyn to Jacob Millner" and to Jaclyn#s grandmother"
Ruth Schoenberger" as well as to all of the extended Millner and
Saad families!

o Congratulations to Rabbi David & Sandy Abramson on the recent
engagement of their son Ben to Lindsay Goldner of Milwaukee!

o Congratulations to Arne Fogel on his recent induction into the
Mid$America Music Hall of Fame!

o Congratulations to Marty & Nessa Moldo on the birth of their
granddaughter" Sophia Emma Moldo" and to her parents Amy &
Tony Moldo" and grandparents Dan & Judy Nurick!

o Congratulations to Art & Patty Sherman on the birth of their
granddaughter" Shaina Epshteyn" to her parents Dmitriy & Elise
Epshteyn" to grandparents Bella Reznik and Boris Epshteyn of
Skokie" IL" and to great$aunt Blanche Singer *who is like a great$
grandmother to Shaina!+!

o Congratulations to Debbie Serber on graduating with a Masters
degree in Child Psychology from St! Mary#s University! Debbie has
been accepted to the Adler School of Professional Psychology to
pursue her Doctorate Degree" beginning this autumn!

o Congratulations to Gayle & Jim Rapoport on the marriage of their
son Jon to Deborah Lieberman" as well as to Deborah#s parents
Ada & Ed Lieberman" and Jon#s grandmother" Molly Chanen! They
were married in Long Island" NY" and will live in Los Angeles!

o Congratulations as well to Art & Patti Sherman on the news that
their son Charlie Sherman has become the principal of Milwaukee
Jewish Day School!

Do you have a piece of news or information that you#d like to
share with our B#nai Emet family? Let the office know" and we#ll try
to include it in the next Scroll!

We Extend Our Condolences to… 
… Jackie Leader on the death of her mother" our member Fay

Leader…
… Patti Sherman on the death of her cousin" Alyce Haimes…
… Zelda Rae Walder on the death of her cousin" Ossie Perlman…
… Shellie Shamblott on the death of her husband" and Scott" Stacy"

and Jodi Shamblott on the death of their father" our member
Bernie Shamblott…

… Paul Abzug and Susan Friedman on the death of their mother" our
member Ruth Abzug…

… Dan Steinberg on the death of his grandfather" Bernard Big…
… and to all of their families and loved ones! May the Almighty com$

fort them" along with all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem!

July Anniversaries
Zollie & Shirley Baratz ,5 years
Joseph & Nettie Beers 05 years
Joel & Sherry Coffino 0, years
Bruce & Paula Freidson 54 years
Bradley & Elizabeth Kaplan )0 years
Ben & Alison Kaufman ' years
Erving & Lisa London 53 years
Edward & Alice Mall 5, years
Norman & Addie Perl ,0 years
Barry & Cindy Shear 03 years
Ethan & Julie Tarshish 0 years
Sully & Heidi Tarshish 55 years
Richard & Donna Wolfson 5, years
Max & Betty Zeman 34 years

August Anniversaries
Allan & Wendy Ackerman )1 years
Jack & Laureen Bleet 50 years
Robert & Kate Brill 55 years
Neil & Ann Covin 41 years
Harvey & Lois Edelstein 3) years
Haskel & Gerda Fishman 3' years
Steven & Susan Gerber 00 years
Burton Goldstein & 

Angela Frerichs 5 years
Warren Goldstein & 

Jeanne Astren 00 years
Marvin & Dorothy Haskvitz 32 years
Daniel & Harriet Hilecher 4 years
Michael Hindin & Elaine Savick 02 years
Ronald & Rita Kelner 5) years
Mark & Miriam Kieffer 50 years
Mark & Roberta Mandel 30 years
Ross & Jan Markus 0- years
Bruce & Katherine Melemed 5, years
Leonard & Serene Paletz 35 years
James & Gayle Rapoport 54 years
Hyman & Shirley Rosen ,5 years
Bruce & Leslie Rosenberg 50 years
Jerry & Louise Rotman 34 years
Abe & Bailey Schwartz ,2 years
Arthur & Patricia Sherman 5, years
Raya & Michael Solganik 40 years
Daniel & Rebecca Steinberg , years
Ross & Carolyn Teichner ) year
Dennis & Nancy Vitoff 53 years
Richard & Hilary Wagenfeld )0 years
Loren & Renee Weinberg 52 years
Yefet & Robin Zadaka 51 years
Paul & Heidi Ziman )2 years

If your anniversary is not listed and should
be" please call the synagogue office and let us
know!

Our Family
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Use Scrip for All of Your 
Shopping Needs

You’ve seen it here on the back cover of the Scroll, you see signs in the entry as you come into the
building, but you may not know what scrip is, or why you should buy it. Scrip is a gift certificate to any of
the stores listed below. It’s used just like cash, and can be given as a gift for a graduation, a bar/bat mitzvah,
a new baby, an anniversary, a birthday, or any other event. When you buy scrip at B’nai Emet, you support
our fundraising efforts. So, fill your wallet with scrip and your shopping cart with groceries and gifts!

• B. Dalton Booksellers
• Baby Gap
• Barnes & Noble
• Banana Republic
• Bath & Body Works
• Best Buy
• Blockbuster Video
• Bruegger’s Bagels
• Chili's 

• Cub Foods
• Gap
• Home Depot
• JC Penney
• Kohl's 
• Macaroni Grill
• Maggiano’s
• Noodles & Company
• Old Navy

• Olive Garden
• Panera
• Quizno’s
• Rainbow
• Red Lobster
• Ruby Tuesday
• Subway
• TGI Friday's
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