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What a busy time itÕs been at BÕnai Emet! Mailings, rabbi visits, meetings,
schedulingÑsometimes, we have to schedule a break just to make sure we
really take one!

I want to take a moment to thank a few people IÕve had the opportunity to
work with over the past few years. Sari Lederman took on the position of co-
president two years ago, and has poured her energy and time into BÕnai Emet.
It was a rare week when she attended less than three meetings, and most of the
time it was four, besides all of the phone calls, emails, and conversations that
have filled her days. ÒI do have another job,Ó she would sometimes joke as we
talked for the fourth time in one morning. But the truth is, she loves BÕnai
Emet and has worked unceasingly to benefit us all.

Ditto for Adeel Saad. This is my second opportunity to work with Adeel,
and I admire his ability to always offer a positive way of seeing things and his
ongoing energy and devotion to BÕnai Emet. We have been blessed to have two
such committed, highly involved leaders over the last two years (IÕm still going
to call you, you realizeÉ).

Finally, I want to thank Rabbi Abramson for everything that IÕve learned
from him, whether it was discussing the finer points of Talmudic interpretation
regardingdÕvarhadashor just stopping for a couple of minutes to talk about
how one or the other of us liked a certain movie. He has been a wonderful,
intelligent, knowledgeable person to work with and learn from, and I hope that
wherever the future takes him, he will be successful.

Sean M. Murphy, Synagogue Administrator

AdministratorÕs Note Yom Ha-ShoÕah
One advantage to being a Co-President

is being able to submit articles to the Scroll
that I think are important. I would like to
take a few moments to reflect on the com-
munity-wide gathering that took place on
April 15 at Temple Israel, commemorating
Yom Ha-ShoÕah. Each year the committee
comes up with new ways to keep the
interest alive in something that happened
60 years ago. This year, two people talked
about how special Torahscrolls came out
of the Holocaust to Minnesota. They men-
tioned how they even had numbers on them
just like the survivors. Then they took the
scrolls and walked with them around the
whole synagogue so people could kiss
them. I watched as my husband and daugh-
ters stood and said the survivor pledge to
never forget. A pledge that unfortunately
my father-in-law was never alive to hear
his grandchildren say. I know that my
daughters take the Holocaust very seri-
ously, and I know it means something extra

Hospital Notices
We need to hear from you.

Due to federal HIPAA regulations, we no longer receive hospital
notices. Please phone the office and let us know when a member of your
family, friend, or member of the community is in the hospital or other
health-care facility.
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From the Rabbi!s Desk
Most of our holidays are full of symbols: symbolic objects, symbolic foods, symbolic acts, symbolic

stories, and so on. In many cases, the symbols with which we observe our holidays underscore their his-
torical themes, and they help us vicariously re-experience peak moments in our national history. For
example, on Sukkot,we identify with the nomadic life of our ancestors in the desert by dwelling in our
own sukkot,our own temporary booths. On Pesah, we taste the bitterness of slavery and the excitement of
sudden liberation through the maror andmatzah. And on TishÔah BÕAv, the anniversary of the destruction
of the Temple, we try to experience some of the anguish of that time through fasting and other mourning
practices.

There is one holiday that seems to be particularly lacking in unique symbols, and that is the upcoming
holiday of ShavuÔot. On ShavuÔot, we build no exotic structures; we eat no particularly symbolic foods.

And yet, ShavuÔotis considered a central holidayÑas certainly is demonstrated by sÕfirat ha-omer, our ritualized counting of
the days leading up to ShavuÔot.

Perhaps one reason ShavuÔotis such a ÒstarkÓ holiday is that the event it commemoratesÑthe experience we try to evoke
through our observanceÑis such a mystery to us. How are we to commemorate the revelation of God at Mt. Sinai, the giving of
themitzvot, and the IsraelitesÕ acceptance of the mitzvotÑwhen we have difficulty understanding what all of that really means?

What did happen at Mt. Sinai? Did the event occur, as some people believe, exactly as it is described in the Bible, and is the
biblical text a clear, accurate record of GodÕs will as He revealed it to Israel? Or is the revelation at Mt. Sinai a fiction, as other
people believe, an expression of the creative genius of the Jewish people, which our ancestors simply attributed to God? Or is
the biblical description of the revelation, as still others believe, simply an attempt on the part of our ancestors to understand and
retain an experience which was very real but which was beyond their comprehension?

Different theories about revelation abound among Jews today, as they have throughout our history. These questions are
important onesÑthey deserve the attention of the theologian and the serious laypersonÑbut ultimately they cannot be answered
with absolute certainty. ÒThe nature of revelation,Ó wrote Abraham Joshua Heschel, Òbeing an event in the realm of the inef-
fable, is something which words cannot spell.Ó We canÕt really know what
happened at Mt. Sinai, not only because we werenÕt there, but because the
event itself defies our understanding. Our tradition, then, does not call upon
us to symbolically re-experience the revelation at Sinai, because itÕs an
event that is beyond our comprehension, just as it was beyond the compre-
hension of our ancestors who actually stood at Mt. Sinai.

In fact, our tradition suggests that the event at Mt. Sinai involved two
components:mattan Torah, the giving of the Torah, andkabbalat Torah, the
acceptance of the Torah. Mt. Sinai was not the location of a divine mono-
logue; it was the location of a dialogue, the place where God and Israel met
and concretized their relationship by the means of mitzvot. ÒKeep My com-
mandments,Ó God said to Israel. ÒAll that Adonai has said we will obey,Ó
Israel answered.

Themitzvot, then, remain not only as records of the event at Mt. Sinai,
but also as ways to keep that moment alive. For what is a mitzvah? ÒAn
encounter with the divine; a way of living in fellowship with God,Ó Heschel
wrote, Òa flash of holiness in the darkness of profanity; the birth of greater
love; endowment with deeper sensibility.Ó Through our devotion to the
mitzvot, we not only evoke kabbalat Torah, our ancestorsÕ enthusiastic
acceptance of the commandments, but in a sense we make kabbalat Torah
an ongoing process; through the mitzvotwe continue the dialogue with God.

Perhaps these thoughts are the Òmissing symbolsÓ of ShavuÔot, a holiday
which gives us the opportunity to ponder our questions about revelation, to
contemplate the place of mitzvotin our lives, and, through increased devo-
tion to them, to achieve our own kabbalat Torah.

Rabbi David L. Abramson

Yom Ha-ShoÕah
continued from page 1

to Devorah as she herself saw the concen-
tration camps when she went on the
Alexander Muss Israel/Poland trip two
years ago. This summer my youngest will
go to Spain and Israel, and she too will
learn about Jewish persecution. My chil-
dren will learn about how important
freedom is to the Jewish people, and how
we must never forget. Each year we watch
the survivors approach the bimahto light a
candle in memory of those who died. Each
year, there are fewer and fewer people
who go to the bimah.We always look for
our BÕnai Emet family, and especially
Michael Engel, who does so much for our
synagogue. I encourage all of you to
attend next year and to bring your children
and grandchildren, no matter what age, so
the Holocaust will continue to be remem-
bered. Thank you to the committee who
once again planned a moving Minnesota
experience.

Sari Lederman
BÕnai Emet Co-President
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Message from Sari
As I near the end of my term, I would like to reflect on what

these past two years have been like. Some times have been positive,
of course, and some times were filled with bumpy roads. I have tried
to limit myself to three evening meetings per week. Sometimes I had
meetings during the day, and many phone calls and emails would go
back and forth daily. As a group this Executive Committee has
helped steer the synagogue to the next phase of BÕnai Emet, and I
would like to thank them for all of their hard work. I would also like
to thank my co-presidents Bonnie Berezovsky, who helped me in my
first year, and Adeel Saad, who has helped throughout the second.
Running a synagogue is no easy task, and I never could have been
president alone. The General Board has always been willing to step
in and help out with the many projects we have going on at BÕnai
Emet and I appreciate everyone who serves on the Board. 

There are so many people to thank. Our minyanregulars who are
there daily to ensure that people can say kaddish(there is always
room for more). The numerous people who help out every Shabbat.
Rabbi Abramson, for giving us 12 years of knowledge and helpÑwe
wish him and his family the best as they move on to their next stage.
To all of our staff, whether Preschool, Torah School, or Main Office:
you all contribute so much to what makes BÕnai Emet who we are.
To our Youth Director, USYers and Shabbat School tutors: your con-
tributions help to continue the growth of BÕnai Emet. To all of our
congregants who serve on committees, I couldnÕt ask for a more
committed group of people.

My goal when I took over the Presidency was to keep the lines of
communication open and make sure our congregants were informed
as to what was going on and where we were headed. Hopefully you
have felt that way. I also wanted people to feel a part of a mishpacha
(family). To do that, I have tried to reach out and call all of our con-
gregants on their birthdays and anniversaries. I have attended many
funerals and shivaservices as I said goodbye to a congregant. I have
tried to get to know our members as individuals and let everyone
know how much their membership is appreciated.

I would like to thank my family. They have been so under-
standing of all of my meetings. The phrase Òthanks for stoppingÓ
was used on nights when I would come home from work and then
leave within an hour for the next meeting, and only return home
after everyone was asleep. I have had to turn down opportunities to
get more involved in school committees as there just wasnÕt enough
time in the day. Many times I expected more from my kids because I
was the synagogue president. Thanks to Devorah and Chava for
attending all of the Friday night services with Harold and me, and
for the many times they joined us when we went to minyan.And to
Steve, for coming to services when he was in town just to be with
me on Saturday mornings. Most of all thanks to Harold for all of
your support and assistance with all the work around the house that I
couldnÕt get done.

I look forward to a STRONG future for BÕnai Emet as we con-
tinue as a family on this wonderful journey!

BÕShalom,

Sari Lederman, BÕnai Emet Co-President

A rabbi is listening to two opposing sides of an argument.
After hearing the first one, he says ÒYouÕre right.Ó Then after
hearing the second one, he says ÒAnd youÕre right.Ó 

Immediately, the rebbetzinresponds: ÒBut Rabbi, they
canÕt both be right!Ó 

To which the rabbi replies, ÒAnd youÕre right, too!Ó

This is a very exciting time at BÕnai Emet, with lots of
ÒrightÓ ideas and individuals, who are actively involved in
our Rabbinical Search and our Visioning processes.

Our congregation reflects the most passionate and dedi-
cated members that any president could hope for! MyScroll
articles have often represented a giant thank-you note, in an
effort to acknowledge the multitude of work and accomplish-
ments met on an ongoing basis by our hard working staff and
volunteers.

I want to thank Rabbi Abramson for his twelve years of
service to BÕnai Emet and wish him the best of luck in all of
his future endeavors.

I canÕt ever say thank you enough to Sean Murphy, the
synagogue administrator, and our entire office staff for their
endless hours to ensure the smooth running of our shulon an
on-going basis.

I am grateful to our exceptional educators, from
the Preschool, Shabbat School, Sunday School and USY,
whose creativity and skills enrich our leaders of tomorrow.

I appreciate the role of our many service leaders during
minyan, and on Shabbatand holidays. 

A special thanks to our kitchen staff and caterers, for the
delicious and hearty meals enjoyed by all onShabbat.

I want to thank our custodial staff, Ken Anderson and
Melvin McKissick, for ensuring the cleanliness and special
set-ups in and around our building during the week and on
Shabbat.

Many thanks go to our committee chairs and members, as
well as to the Board of Trustees and the Executive
Committee, for their continued support and dedication.

I also want to thank my co-president, Sari Lederman
for her amazing and tireless efforts throughout her term.

Thank you to each and every congregant for the honor of
allowing me to serve you as president and again, as co-presi-
dent. The vital roles you play in our congregation are deeply
appreciated!

As I write my last article as co-president, I am inspired
by all of you and the positive energy that you have shown
me! I look forward to an exciting NEW BEGINNING for our
Òwonderful, wonderfulÓ BÕnai Emet family. May we continue
to go, and grow together, from strength to strength.

BÕShalom,

Adeel Saad,BÕnai Emet Co-President

Message from A d e e l
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Our Synagogue

A New Vision for BÕnai Emet
This past November, the BÕnai Emet General Board approved a new vision for the synagogue. The vision was developed with
the help of over 75 congregants who attended focus groups, completed questionnaires and attended workshops during the spring
of last year. The work was coordinated by the Strategic Planning Committee. The new vision for the BÕnai Emet follows.

BÕnai Emet Synagogue is a Conservative Jewish con-
gregation where Judaism comes alive through inspiring
religious, educational, and social programming designed
to meet the evolving needs of our diverse congregants. It
is a place where tradition is valued and innovation and
creativity are appreciated and accepted. Congregants of
all ages find a sense of belonging at BÕnai Emet through
tÕfillah(prayer), Torah (learning), tikkun olam (social jus-
tice), and kehillah (community).

BÕnai Emet is a place where É

É Judaism lives in full colorÑprogressive, spirited,
vibrant and alive. A place where we find meaning and pur-
pose; where we find ourselves spiritually inspired and
Judaically fulfilled.

É everyone is welcome. A place that welcomes people
with diverse lifestyles, backgrounds, or abilities seeking a
Jewish connection and offering a Jewish experience to
anyone who is interested. A place where we find an open
and friendly community; a warm and comfortable home; a
family.

É everyone feels inspired to participate in their own
way, at their own comfort level. A place where all members
are encouraged and expected to participate in creating an
active and involved Jewish community.

É strong and caring lay and professional leadership con-
nects with the congregation to inspire participation and
involvement and foster a sense of belonging within our com-
munity.

É innovation and creativity foster religious and spiritual
growth. A place that recognizes the changing needs of the
community and seeks opportunities to grow. A place thatÕs
not only concerned about what it is, but what it can be.

É Jewish education is a part of life Ð from preschool
through adult programming.

É all members are encouraged to experience tzedakah
through involvement in supportive community activities,
innovative social action programming, and on-going com-
munity connections. A place where members feel connected
to the congregation, the greater Jewish community, the com-
munity at large and Israel through acts of loving kindness
and social responsibility.

As part of our process, we gathered suggestions on how
to implement the vision. The suggestions were grouped into

three major themes. The complete list of suggestions is
available through the synagogue office.

¥ Create a welcoming environment where people are
made to feel comfortable and at home. 

¥ Create a Judaic environment where people find them-
selves spiritually fulfilled. 

¥ Ensure Operational Success. 

This spring and summer we will begin to develop a plan
to implement the new vision, and would like your help to
make it happen. We are centering our efforts to implement
our vision in four committees. Each committee will review
the suggestions made during the visioning process and then
develop an action plan to move our vision forward. The four
committees and their general responsibilities are: 

Welcoming Committee 

¥ Bring in new members to BÕnai Emet.

¥ Make existing members feel more welcome in the syna-
gogue at both religious and social events.

Marketing Committee

¥ Create a BÕnai Emet ÒbrandÓ and market BÕnai Emet to
the community at large.

¥ Market our activities both to congregants and the gen-
eral Jewish community.

¥ Assist other committees market their programs. 

Fundraising Committee

¥ Expand focus to consider all facets of revenue genera-
tion for the synagogue.

¥ Brainstorm and implement high profile fundraising
events.

¥ Develop a long-term, stable funding strategy for the
synagogue.

Service Enhancement Committee 

¥ Explore new ways to enhance services to ensure more
active participation of congregants. 

¥ Continue to look at ways to make services more innov-
ative.

¥ Start later in the year, after Rabbinical search. 

The committees are now in the process of being formed.
If you are interesting in being part of implementing our new
vision and wish to help on one of the committees described
above, please call the synagogue office or David Cera at
763-546-0926. Thank you. 
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Upcoming Events & Information

SAVE THE DATE: Bar-B-Que!
BÕnai Emet will once again be holding their annual Bar-B-Que.

When, you ask? Sunday, August 5, 2007, from 5:00-7:00 pm

If you would like to volunteer, please contact Sheryl Rutzick @ 763-557-0244 or LeeAnn Ancier @ 763-542-8727.

Think hot dogs and chips, think burgers and bingo, think pop and prizes. Think Summer!

The Purim Carnival Committee (a.k.a. Wendy Grosser) 
Wants to Thank a Few PeopleÉ

The Purim Carnival has come and gone again, and despite 10Ó of snow we managed to raise $11,600! IÕd like to thank
everyone who helped make this yearÕs Purim Carnival a great success. Many of you gave your time and knowledge (and pop
and prizesÉ) and I appreciate all that you have done. There are those, however, who deserve special thanks:

¥ Thank you, Ruth Abzug for all of the time and energy you put
into the kitchen again this year. Ruth, you are truly incredible and I
absolutely love working with you!

¥ Thank you to the other industrious carnival cooks: Alice Mall,
Marguerite Krause, and Joe Moses. These volunteers prepared all
the food before and during the carnival. 

¥ Thank you to all the Sunday morning hamentaschenbakers.
What would Purim be without hamentaschen?! Thank you Sheryl
Rutzick for all that you did, but especially for organizing the
hamentaschenbaking and sales again this year.

¥ Thank you Sean Murphy, Bobbi Brown, Anita Seigel, and
Sheryl Rutzick, for all the office help I received throughout this
project. From faxing donor letters, to hanging banners, to sending
out publicity, you were always there to help and support me!

¥ Thank you Ruth Schoenberger and Zelda Rae Walder for con-
vincing local businesses to donate to us again this year. ItÕs a tough
job, but you always succeed! 

¥ Thank you Jeri Saad for organizing the silent auction this year.
Thank you Marilyn Richter for helping Jeri and for wrapping our
silent auction baskets. Thank you Sari Lederman for running the
silent auction in JeriÕs absence.

¥ Thank you Estee Warsett for once again taking on the awe-
some responsibility of the Kiddie Prize Room. 

¥ Thank you Hersh Berman, Sue & Stu Weinstein, Heidi and
Esther Tarshish, Sheryl & Randy Rutzick, Adeel & Jeri Saad, Sari
& Harold and Chava and Devorah Lederman, and Alice Mall for
braving the snow to help set up on Saturday night. 

¥ Thank you to our carnival sponsors: Alex & Lorraine Astren,
Milton & Deloris Chazin, Myra Chazin, Stuart Chazin, Beverly
Dolinsky, Eloise & Jeffrey Gershone, Alan & Evie Ingber, David &
Karen Katz, Roberta & Mark Mandel, Fran & Joe Moses, and
Morton & Sally Leder. Your financial contribution is, as always,
greatly appreciated. 

¥ Thank you also to our booth sponsors: Marvin & Fay Frieman,
Skip Wenda, and Alan & Evie Ingber.

Hamentaschen LÕDor VÕDor!
Maia Grosser and Ruthie Schoenberger put their
heads and hands together to bake a batch or five!

¥Thank you Kenny Anderson for all that you did
before, during and after the carnival. Your hard work is
always greatly appreciated!

¥A huge thank you to Hersh Berman for staying
after on Sunday to help clean up after the carnival

¥Thank you to everyone who donated prizes and
pop again this year! We had plenty of pop and loads of
GREAT prizes!

¥Thank you to my very patient and understanding
husband Steve Grosser for your patience and support
during the 3 months it takes to plan the carnival. 

¥ Finally, thank you to everyone who, despite 10Ó of
snow, came to our carnival and brought friends and rel-
atives. I hope you enjoyed yourselves and I hope to see
you all again next year! 

Sincerely,

Wendy Grosser, 2007 Purim Carnival Chair
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Our Synagogue

All Are Welcome
BÕnai Emet Synagogue is com-

mitted to the inclusion of all people in
synagogue activities. If accommoda-
tions for special needs would enhance
or enable your participation in syna-
gogue events, please contact the
Special Needs/Inclusion Committee
through the synagogue office.

Jewry Duty
BÕnai EmetÕsminyanis there for

everyone, whether you have suffered a
loss or have enjoyed a simhah. Please
look at your calendar and pick a few
days to come and help make a minyan.
Be there for those who need your help
now in saying prayers in memory of
their loved ones, and help strengthen
our BÕnai Emet community.

MenÕs Club
If you were lucky enough to attend

the Sunday morning breakfast we held
when Rabbi Selch was visiting, then
you got a bellyful of good eats! MenÕs
Club and WomenÕs League co-spon-
sored this breakfast, followed by a
question & answer session with Rabbi
Selch. WeÕll have to have more special
guests come and visit, because that
breakfast was the best attended weÕve
ever seen! 

WeÕre planning more great events
for the coming year, so keep your ear
to the grindstone for more news of the
adventures of MenÕs Club!

You canÕt beat that with a stick, can
ya?

Steve Kaplan,
MenÕs Club Co-President

The 2007-2008 Play Season 
Comes to BÕnai Emet

BÕnai Emet has reserved tickets for more upcoming plays! We have reserved a
block of tickets for The Sound of Musicat the Ordway in December 2007, and for
Jersey Boys, coming in April 2008, also to the Ordway. Seats are assigned based on
when your check is received. Spread the word and get your money in quickly.

Judaica Shop GELT

Bring this card to BÕnai EmetÕs Judaica
Shop to receive 

$5 off any one Red Tag sale item and 
$10 off any one regularly priced item of

$20 or more
This GELT is good from 

Monday, May 14 through Friday, May 25!

(Closed May 23 & 24 for ShavuÔot)

Judaica Shop Hours: 
Mon-Fri, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

One coupon per customer

!

Greetings from Mishpacha
Shalomand greetings from Mishpacha. We had a fun night back in January

when we gathered together toseeour U.S.Y. play Bye Bye Birdie. The kids, of
course, were fabulous and we all kvelled at theterrific job they did! Following the
play, we did what we do best:We went out for dessert afterward, enjoying
thetimekibbitzingwith each other. As always when we get together, a
wonderfultime was had by all. Thank you to Judy Freidson for planning this suc-
cessful event.

Now that the snow is gone, we turn our thoughts to planning the rest of our cal-
endar year. We hope you can join us on Saturday, May 19, as we attend a surprise
event, ÒLike in our Days of Old Times PastÓ. This event is being planned by
Sharon & Ralph Klein and Elaine & Mike Herman. With their imagination and cre-
ativity, this is one event you donÕt want to miss. Moving into summer, we will be
having our annual Pool Party on Sunday, July 15th. More information will be avail-
able as we get closer, but save the date. Our annual board meeting will take place
onThursday, August 30. For information on any of these upcoming events, call
Steve or Nancy Serber @ 763-546-0477. We hope to see you at these happy, fun-
filled events!

BÕShalom,

Co-Presidents Steve and Nancy Serber
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S e r v i c e s

Our Bat Mitzvah

Anne Celeste Harriswill be called to
theTorahonShabbatmorning, May
26. Her Torahportion is Naso.

Anne is in the sixth grade at L.H.
Tanglen Elementary School where she
was the Tanglen student of the month
for being courageous, respectful and
having an inquiring mind, and grade
Daletat Talmud Torah. She enjoys

drawing, rock climbing, creating Òstuff,Ó Hebrew, tie-dying,
playing soccer, Scrabble, and the clarinet. Anne wants to go
to UMD to become a pharmacist, go to Herzl Camp, and to
be a part-time Hebrew school teacher. She is a member of
BÕnai EmetÕs Maccabee program.

Anne is the daughter of Penny & Mike Harris, sister of
Libby, granddaughter of Carole & Max Harris and Penny
Arleth. Carole and Max will be sponsoring the Kiddushfol-
lowing Shabbatmorning services in AnneÕs honor.

Shabbat Service Schedule
Morning services conducted by Rabbi David L. Abramson

Shabbat BÕhar/BÕhukkotai, May 11 & 12
Musical Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Honoring Rabbi David L. Abramson
Followed by a Congregational Dinner
Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.

Confirmation & Baccalaureate
Shabbat School Awards

Shabbat Minhah: 5:45 P.M.
___________

Shabbat BÕmidbar, May 18 & 19
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.
Last Day of Shabbat School
Shabbat Minhah: 5:45 P.M.

___________

Shabbat Naso, May 25 & 26
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.
Bat Mitzvah: Anne Harris
Shabbat Minhah: 5:45 P.M.

___________

Shabbat BÕhaÕa lotÕkha, June 1 & 2
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.
ÒAsk the RabbiÓ

Shabbat Minhah: 5:45 P.M.
___________

Shabbat ShÕlah LÕkha, June 8 & 9
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.
Shabbat Minhah: 5:45 P.M.

___________

Shabbat Korah, June 15 & 16
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.
Shabbat Minhah: 5:45 P.M.

___________

ShabbatHukkat, June 22 & 23
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.
Shabbat Minhah: 5:45 P.M.

___________

Shabbat Balak, June 29 & 30
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.
Shabbat Minhah: 5:45 P.M.

Candle Lighting Times
May 4 8:04 P.M.
May 11 8:13 P.M.
May 18 8:21 P.M.
May 22 8:25 P.M.
May 23 9:26 P.M.
May 25 8:28 P.M.
June 1 8:34 P.M.
June 8 8:40 P.M.
June 15 8:44 P.M.
June 22 8:46 P.M.
June 29 8:46 P.M.

Ask the Rabbi!
Is there something youÕve been wondering about for a

while, maybe about holidays, Israel, or anything Jewish?
The next session of ÒAsk the Rabbi,Ó your chance to pose
your questions to Rabbi Abramson, will be on the Shabbat
morning of June 2. 

Daily Service Schedule
Shaharit:

MondayÐFriday 7:30 a.m.
Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 9:00 a.m

Minhah/MaÔariv
Daily 5:45 p.m.
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WomenÕs League ÒNusÓ
Saturday evening, March 10, was

one of the highlights of our syna-
gogue. Our MenÕs Club and WomenÕs
League joined forces to present the
first annual ÒKosher International
Food and Wine ExpoÓ and was every-
thing and more that we hoped it
would be. The food was absolutely
delicious, prepared by ByerlyÕs, Spirit
of Asia, Breadsmith, and our WomenÕs League/MenÕs
Club catering. Attendees went from table to table sam-
pling sushi, Szechuan beef, General Tao chicken, minia-
ture open face prime rib sandwiches, chicken egg rolls,
Asian chips with salsa, chocolate babka, garlic chiabatta
with almond sauce, flax seed bread, Irish soda bread,
salmon in puff pastry, stuffed mushrooms, tuna balls with
two kinds of dipping sauce, a chocolate fountain for dip-
ping fresh fruit, a large variety of pastries, and some of
the best kosher for Passover wines available. 

The first 100 people to arrive received a beautiful wine glass with the BÕnai Emet logo etched on each side. There were door
prizes such as bottles of wine, a chefÕs knife, and a birthday plate. There was a raffle drawing for an overnight stay at the
Minneapolis Marriott Southwest, and gift certificates courtesy of Pastrami JackÕs.

USYers were available to baby-sit children in their own home.

During the evening the comment ÒI hope you will be having this again next yearÓ was heard over and over. Yes, we will be
offering this wonderful evening again next year! We hope to see many more of you at the second annual ÒKosher International
Food and Wine Expo!Ó

Linda Erlich, Terry Freedman, Jackie Leader, and I (Anita) just returned from the Midwest Region Spring Conference in
Iowa City. This was one of the best conferences in recent years. We attended Friday evening services at the local Hillel House
and then we were treated to an Israeli dinner and dancing to celebrate Yom Ha-AtzmaÕutÑIsraeli Independence Day. Upon
arriving at AgudasAchim Synagogue for Shabbatmorning services we were informed that Rabbi Jeff Portman had become ill
and had gone home. The husband of one of the Conference co-chairs was leading services asked if anyone could read Torah.
What a fortunate coincidence that Linda was in attendance. She and a
woman from Winnipeg led the congregation in the complete Torah
service with Linda doing all of the Torahreadings. How proud we all
wereÑand areÑof Linda!

We had sessions on womenÕs mental health issues, womenÕs legal
rights, and fund-raising just to name a few. We renewed old friend-
ships and made new ones.

This year we will be combining our Mitzvah Fund and installation
of officers into one fabulous evening on Tuesday, June 5 where you
will be entertained by our own wonderful Heidi Ziman. You should
already have received your invitation in the mail. Please put this on
your calendar and plan on attending to welcome Linda Erlich as our
newWomenÕs League President, as well as those women that will be
serving on the Executive Committee and Board of Trustees.

BÕShalom,

Anita Siegel & Miriam Kieff er
WomenÕs League Co-Presidents

Our Synagogue
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BÕnai Emet 
Early Childhood Department

Met ro Dining Cards

B!nai Emet Early Childhood
Department is pleased to
announce that once again they

are selling Metro Dining Cards" Enjoy monthly discounts at many
Twin Cities restaurants with cards that can be used from May #$$%
through May #$$&! To order your set of dining cards ' please contact
Terry Freedman or Jeri Saad at the preschool office' ()#*(#%*&++,"
The cards are also available in the synagogue!s main office"

Our Yo u t h

Scroll Deadline

Monday, June 11, for the
July 1, 2007 issue.

That issue will cover the months
of July and August, so

please plan accordingly!

Cartridge Recycling Reminder
DonÕt forget to drop off your used printer ink cartridges at the BÕnai Emet

office.They might be all used up for you, but recycling them is an ongoing
fundraiser for us, and can bring in as much as $3 apiece! ItÕs a great way to help
protect the environment and help the synagogue, and it doesnÕt cost you any-
thing!

Sunday School News
Sunday School students have attended two fantastic family

programs recently " They had a disability awareness program pre*
sented by Shelly Christensen' the Program Manager for the Jewish
Community Inclusion Program for People with Disabilities " The
children learned about how people with disabilities should be
included because we all need to be a part of our community " Just
because a person does things differently doesn!t mean that they
can!t or shouldn !t participate " To understand disabilities' the stu*
dents learned how to use a wheelchair to get to the bimah ' the
sign language to say the Sh!ma' and read Braille for -Shalom". They
also read books about autism' how an artificial hand can be cre*
ated' how medicine can help a child with ADHD ' and about the day
of a child confined to a wheelchair "

The Living Legacy Torah Factory was also a fantastic program
where Rabbi Mordechai Grossbaum taught the students how a
Torah is written " They got to see and feel a skin that was prepared
to be section of a Torah scroll' learned about the font / so to speak0
that is used in writing a Torah' and learned about the require*
ments to be a sofer" The children then got their own quill ' practice
sheet and parchment section with their Hebrew name to experi *
ence the art of a sofer" We all felt that it was a difficult task that
we were not particularly good at!

Sunday School students will soon finish with this year !s pro*
gram of study ' -Mitzvot Through the Year". Our last unit will be on
Feeding the Hungry " We will hopefully have a chance to visit a
local food shelf to learn about their needs ' their accomplishments '
and to see first hand what kind of work goes on at a food shelf "

Jeanne Kaufman

Got ta Love Camp Avaha!

Fun summer
activities are in
the planning
stages and appli*
cations are now
being accepted
for B!nai Emet
Early Childhood
Department !s
Camp Ahava!
Children ages ##
months to )
years will enjoy
crafts' drama' sports' water play ' learning about
Shabbat' and much more!

Three summer sessions will be held: June +*
#('  July #*#%' and July ,$* August 1%" Camp hours
are ( :1) am to 1#:+)  pm' with daycare open from
%:,$  am to ) :,$  pm' Monday through Thursday '
and ending at +:$$  pm on Friday"

Camp Ahava applications are available by
contacting the Early Childhood Director '
Marilyn Richter ' or the Camp Ahava Director'
Sandy Rudoy' at ()#*(#%*&++,"

BÕnai Emet Preschoolers Celine, Maia, Sofie, and
Leeel really get into the spirit of Purim!
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Shabbat School Update
In partnership with Talmud Torah ' our Gimel students have been studying

tefillah with Laura Brandys during Shabbat School in lieu of attending Talmud
Torah on Sunday mornings" Students have taken an in*depth look at the
Amidah ' learning the meaning and relevance of the Sh!monah Esrei2 the 1&
blessings/actually ' there are 1(! 0" They have learned that the Amidah prayer is
divided into four types of b!rakhot: blessings of praise' personal requests'
national requests' and thanksgiving"

In addition ' they have attempted to solve ethical situations based on
Talmudic interpretation " For instance' is stealing the afikomen on Pesah a
crime? Can you endanger your own life in order to save another !s? These
bright and intelligent students always have thoughtful and insightful ideas to
share" If you find yourself questioning an ethical situation or looking for a
deeper understanding of the Amidah prayer' ask a Gimel student!

Laura Brandys, Shabbat School Teacher

Youth Commission
Where does one go to find the best Passover meal in town? To our own

B!nai Emet' of course!

Another Passover has come and gone' but word is ' people are still talking
about the fantastic Matza Brie at B !nai Emet! The Youth Commission wants to
thank all of the people behind the scenes who worked so hard to make this
event so successful" To our special friends the Kay' Rudoy' and Parks family
who work so hard cooking all the fried matza in the kitchen and for sponsoring
this special event" We also want to be sure to thank Bruce Berezovsky for
organizing the event and helping in the kitchen ' Steve Goldschmidt / for the
wonderful soup 0' Joe Moses / for the delicious brownies 0' Alice Flom and
Marsha Raviv / for helping with tickets 0' Sheryl Rutzick / for the flyers and pub *
licity 0' and of course our wonderful Youth Director for all she did to help make
this event a success and our USYers and Brad Serber for serving and cleanup
help" We also want to thank the Byerlys ' Cub' and Amundson stores for their
donations" Of course we want to thank all of you for coming and helping to
make this event a great success" We look forward to seeing all of you again
next year"

The next few months will be busy planning for next year !s USYers! We hope
you will join us as we bid farewell to our seniors and welcome and install the
new board" If you are interested in joining the Youth Commission we would
love to see you at our meetings" For information ' contact me' Nancy Serber' at
%3,*)+3*$+%%

Nancy Serber, Youth Commission Chair

Our Yo u t h

A Voice from the
Third Floor

Shalom from BESY! As the USY
year draws to a close' I!d like to give
a special shout*out to all of the out *
going seniors2 don!t forget that
B!nai Emet is always your home" I
also want to thank all of those who
attended USY Shabbatback in April"
It !s so nice to celebrate Shabbat with
friends and family " Another large
thank you goes out to those who
attended our Noodles fundraiser "
We all ate great food ' had a fantastic
time ' and helped to subsidize the
cost of CMT" Speaking of
which """CMT look like it !s going to be
amazing" Over the weekend of May
1&*#$ the USYers will elect their new
board' vote on the play ' and intro *
duce the eighth graders to all that
BESY has to offer"

We won a bunch of Regional
Awards at Spring Kallah:

¥ Best Social Action Program
most likely to make you go
-Awwww . for -Cupid!s Evening.

¥ Best ShabbatProgram for
-Rebbe!s Tish.

¥ Best Israel Program for
-Zionism Showdown.

¥ Best Purim booth for -Tattoos
and Crazy Hair.

Also' we were one of the small
handful of chapters selected as a
-#$$34% Chapter of Excellence.!
Way to go USYers!

Next year you should once again
look forward to the things that
makes BESY so wonderful" The Yom
Kippur food drive ' apple and honey
baskets' the play' mall of America
photo scavenger hunt ' I could go on
forever! B !nai Emet USY is open to
all Jewish kids in grades (41#" Please
contact me for more information "

BÕShalom

Jessica Averbach
Youth Director

Important Shabbat School DatesÑ
Mark Your Calendars!

May 1# Shabbat School Awards

May 1( Last Day of Shabbat School

May #3 Bat Mitzvah : Anne Harris
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Our Family

Congregational Announcements
o Congratulations to Larry & Marilyn Reich on the engagement of their

son' Matt Reich ' to Meghan Danahy ' daughter of Kim & Kevin Danahy;
and congratulations as well to Matt !s grandmother ' Esther Begam"

o Congratulations to Jackie Leader / grandmother 0 and Fay Leader / great*
grandmother 0 on the birth of Alia Esther Benzaquen ' daughter of Eitan
& Laura Benzaquen"

o Congratulations to Alex and Jacob Meier on celebrating becoming b!nai
mitzvah ' and to their parents ' Bernie & Fran Meier" Mazal tov !

o Congratulations to Marsh Edelstein for being honored April #3 with a
Life Achievement Award from the Minnesota Rock and Country Hall of
Fame" Rock on' Marsh!

o Congratulations to our champion bowlers Sue Cohn' Gus Edelstein' Carol
Frank' and Arlene Gulton' who took home nearly half the honors from
the Jewish Women!s International Mid *America bowling tournament "
Could any of you ladies spare me a strike or ten?

o Congratulations to Ruthie Schoenberger / great*grandmother 0 and Mike
& Nancy Schoenberger / grandparents0 on the birth of Micah Melamed
Schoenberger' and to all the rest of the extended family " Mazal tov !

o Congratulations to Marilyn & Jerry Richter on the birth of their grand *
daughter Emma Sophie Richter" Mazal tov !

_____________
Do you have a piece of news or information that you !d like to share with

our B!nai Emet family? Let the office know ' and we!ll try to include it in the
next Scroll!

We Extend Our Condolences toÉ 
ÉLev Vaynberg on the death of his brother ' David VaynbergÉ
ÉPatti Sherman on the death of her cousin ' Lenora DorfsmanÉ
ÉHenry Rutman on the death of his wife ' Janice RutmanÉ
ÉSteve Serber on the death of his father ' Jacob SerberÉ
ÉElaine Gross on the death of her mother ' Charlotte BlizenÉ
ÉJeff Paletz ' Max Paletz' Rachel Paletz' Audrey Resig' and Linda Erlich on

the death of Annette Paletz É
ÉJoe Beers and Bea Getzkin on the death of their brother ' Emil BeersÉ
ÉNancy Serber ' and also to Michael Engel' on the death of Nancy !s

mother ' Bernice MintzÉ
ÉMyron Siegel on the death of his brother ' Willard SiegelÉ
Éand to all of their families and loved ones " May the Almighty comfort

them ' along with all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem "

May Anniversaries
Harold & Charlene Aaron 1% years
Alex & Lorraine Astren 31 years
Howard & Wendy Bach ,#  years
Irwin & Sandra Benowitz 13 years
Melvin & Miriam Graf 1) years
Steven & Wendy Grosser 1+ years
Tristam & Sandy Hage ,$  years
Adam & Yasmine Kalkstein # years
Frank & Leslie Kampel #% years
Larry & Marcie Kelner 1) years
Sherman & Betty Masler 3)  years
Samuel & Rachel Rosen + years
Jeffrey & Sandra Rudoy ,% years
Morris & Niza Schear 1, years
Lawrence & Michelle Shapiro #+ years
Conrad & Lillyan Solomon 3+ years
Ira & Stephanie Wald ,$  years

June Anniversaries
Steven Goldschmidt & 

Sharon Begam*Goldschmidt ## years
Arnold & Adrienne Berdt #1 years
Bruce & Bonnie Berezovsky ,3  years
Benno & Annette Black )1 years
David Shlay & 

Florence Brammer ,$  years
Alan Braverman & 

Pamela Lifson #% years
Sam & Suzanne Chanen )1 years
Alan & Carmella Chazin #,  years
Avi & Judy Comay 1( years
Jeffrey & Eloise Gershone ,,  years
Max & Carole Harris +,  years
Leonard & Charlotte Juster )% years
Michael & Eileen Kopman #% years
Bernard & Fran Meier #,  years
Jennifer & Chad Pearson % years
Jerome & Marilyn Richter +)  years
Jack & Minnie Rubenstein 31 years
Adeel & Jeri Saad #3 years
Stephen & Nancy Serber ,,  years
Myron & Anita Siegel +3 years
Ilya & Debbie Slutsker #3 years
Michael & Bonny Swatez ++ years
Paul & Shirley Swerdlick 3$ years
Nathan & Lorraine Weinberg )# years
Fred & Ruth Ziman 31 years

If your anniversary is not listed and
should be' please call the synagogue
office and let us know "

On behalf of all of Nettie !s family ' Audrey Resig would like to
thank Rabbi & Sandy Abramson for everything that they did while
Nettie was sick' and following her death " There really aren!t words
to express her gratitude"

Thank you to Rabbi Barry Woolf ' who has known their family
for over ,$  years" They have shared many simhas and times of
sorrow" His presence was most comforting"

Also' thank you to all of the friends and family who have been
so understanding in this time of tragedy "
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Creating Hope for Darfur:
Where Faith Meets Action

An Interfaith Service Hosted by the Minnesota Interfaith Darfur Coalition

Date: Thursday, May 31

Time: 7:00 p.m. Ð 8:30 p.m.

Place: St. MarkÕs Cathedral

519 Oak Grove St., Minneapolis

(across from the Walker Art Center)

Please join the Minnesota Interfaith Darfur Coalition for an Interfaith Prayer Service
for Darfur. Gather with the community to reflect on the genocide being committed in
Darfur, Sudan and find out ways you can help end the suffering. The prayer service will
be led by spiritual leaders from the Twin CitiesÕ faith community. Contact Anthony
Sussman at the JCRC for more information: 612-338-7816.

Scholarships Available for 
University of Minnesota Students

The University of Minnesota has several scholarships available for students who are
involved in the Jewish Community. If you are a student at the University of Minnesota  or
the parent of a student attending the university, feel free to call the synagogue office to get
a scholarship application. The application, along with more information, is also available
online at http://onestop.umn.edu/onestop/Financial_Aid/Scholarships.html. 

You can also find out more by getting in touch with University of Minnesota .
Financial Aid counselor Nate Rosckes at 612-624-6043 or rosck001@umn.edu.
Applications must be postmarked by June 1, 2007.

Our Community

Donation Plaques
Installed

The following plaques have
been installed in the Memorial
Alcove of the Fox Family
Chapel

Dora Altrowitz Charney
Ivan L" Goldman
Bernice Mintz

Our Family

If you are observing a
yahrzeitatShabbatmorning
services, please be aware that
the fifth aliyah is reserved
for you. Before the fifth
Torahreading, all those
observing a yahrzeitare
encouraged to come up to the
bimah. ItÕs a wonderful way
to honor the memory of your
loved one.
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Use Scrip for All of Your 
Shopping Needs

YouÕve seen it here on the back cover of the Scroll,you see signs in the entry as you come into the
building, but you may not know what scrip is, or why you should buy it. Scrip is a gift certificate to any of
the stores listed below. ItÕs used just like cash, and can be given as a gift for a graduation, a bar/bat mitzvah,
a new baby, an anniversary, a birthday, or any other event. When you buy scrip at BÕnai Emet, you support
our fundraising efforts. So, fill your wallet with scrip and your shopping cart with groceries and gifts!

¥ B. Dalton Booksellers
¥ Baby Gap
¥ Barnes & Noble
¥ Banana Republic
¥ Bath & Body Works
¥ Best Buy
¥ Blockbuster Video
¥ BrueggerÕs Bagels
¥ Chili's 

¥ Cub Foods
¥ Gap
¥ Home Depot
¥ JC Penney
¥ Kohl's 
¥ Macaroni Grill
¥ MaggianoÕs
¥ Old Navy
¥ Olive Garden

¥ Panera
¥ QuiznoÕs
¥ Rainbow
¥ Red Lobster
¥ Red Robin
¥ Ruby Tuesday
¥ TGI Friday's
¥ Toys ÔRÕ Us


