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When you receive this edition of the Scroll, it will probably be the middle or later days of Sukkot, and this
edition will cover events and themes related to the rest of October and November—including
Thanksgiving.

What is the connection between Sukkotand Thanksgiving? On the surface, there’s probably a clear his-
torical connection. When, in the 1620s, English Pilgrims in the New World wanted to express their thank-
fulness to God for the abundant fall harvest, they probably turned to their Bibles and found an ancient
model for a fall harvest thanksgiving festival: namely, Sukkot. My guess is that these seventeenth-century
Christians thought they were reading about an ancient Israelite holiday that had been long ago neglected
and forgotten. They probably had no idea that, in their time, there were Jews who continued to observe
Sukkot,just as the ancient Israelites had done, and they surely had no idea that Jews would continue to

observe Sukkot, in the New World they were then just discovering, almost four centuries later.
But the thematic connection between Sukkotand Thanksgiving is clear: the fall harvest decorations, the festive meals, the

traditions of ritually offering thanks to God. Thanksgiving is not only about turkey, and pumpkin pie, and watching football
games on TV—just as Sukkotis not only about decorating temporary huts and “playing” with agricultural products (the lulav
and etrog, that is). Of course the colorful and engaging observances of our fall holidays are important, but beyond the trappings
of both, Sukkotand Thanksgiving are about the profound lesson of giving thanks to God.

But why? Why be thankful? Why do we need holidays to remind us to express thanks to God?
Do we thank God for our blessings so that God will continue to favor us with those blessings? Many people believe this to

be the case—but many others find this idea to be somewhat naïve. After all, many of us look around and see all sorts of people
who do praise God but who are lacking materially—and many other people who never are thankful but are materially pros-
perous.

Do we thank God in order to flatter God? I’m not so sure. For one thing, we can never really know what direct effect our
prayers have on God. It seems quite an act of hubris to assert that the primary reason to be thankful to God is because God is in
need of our puny thankfulness.

No, we don’t thank God because God needs it: we thank God because we need it. Weneed to create, to nurture, and to rein-
force our thankfulness, because the opposite of thankfulness is indifference, and indifference is one of the greatest sins we can
commit.

If we’re indifferent to the holiness—the divine source—of our food, for example, it doesn’t matter what we do with it. We
can waste it. We can become obsessed with it, elevating our love of gourmet food to obscene levels. We can hoard it—refusing

to share it with others.
But if we cultivate thankfulness—true thankfulness—then we can’t do

these things. If we recognize the holiness of our food, we come to recognize
the responsibilities that we have because of that holiness. If we recognize the
divine source of our food, we recognize that the God who gives it to us wants
us to share it with others. If we cultivate true thankfulness, we recognize the
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Upcoming Events & InformationFrom the Rabbi

Fall Adult Ed. Class Focuses on 
“Speaking to God, Listening to God”

Join the B’nai Emet Adult Education Committee in a thought-provoking
three-part mini-series this November: “Speaking to God, Listening to God: How
to Develop Your Own Personal Theology.”

Does God command? What do the mitzvot—God’s commandments—mean
in our lives? Does God speak to us? What is the place of the Torah—the biblical
text—in our spiritual lives? Does God hear our prayers? What meaning can
t’fillah —Jewish prayer—have in the lives of contemporary Jews?

How can modern, enlightened, sophisticated people maintain faith in God?
Rabbi Abramson will lead the sessions on Tuesday evenings, Nov. 14, 21,

and 28, 7:30-9:00 p.m. in the Hellman Library. Using a variety of classical and
modern sources, he’ll help you create your own theology, your own way of
relating to God that brings new meaning, guidance, and comfort to your life.

All sessions are free and open to the public. No pre-registration necessary.

challengethat is implicit in each of God’s
gifts.

Long before English Pilgrims landed
on Plymouth Rock, long before the
American holiday of Thanksgiving was
ever invented, we Jews observed our
autumn thanksgiving festival, Sukkot.
Sukkotwas—and is—a challenge to really
be thankful. I’m sure that, sometimes, our
ancestors were not up to the challenge. It
was very easy for our ancestors to become
focused on the tangible in religious life
and to “miss the forest for the trees”—as it
is equally easy for us to do, as well.

I’m sure it was possible to come to the
Temple in Jerusalem, to offer a korban
todah, a thanksgiving sacrifice, and to be
completely unchanged by the experience:
to fail to achieve genuine intimacy with
God, to fail to cultivate real thankfulness.

And I’m sure it’s possible to gather
with friends and family on Thanksgiving,
to enjoy one another, to enjoy the culinary
delights that are placed before us, and to
be completely unchanged by the experi-
ence.

My teacher, Rabbi Yaakov Rosenberg,
z”l , often asked the rhetorical question: “If
you do a mitzvahand it doesn’t affect your
neshomeh, so why’d you do the mitzvah?”

Sukkotpresents a challenge to us—as
Thanksgiving will present the same chal-
lenge: to strive for intimacy with God, to
be truly thankful, to understand why we
need to cultivate true thankfulness. May
we all rise to the challenge.

Rabbi David L. Abramson

Ask the Rabbi!
Is there something you’ve been won-

dering about for a while, about shul life,
Israel, or anything Jewish? The next ses-
sion of “Ask the Rabbi,” your chance to
pose your questions to Rabbi Abramson,
will be on Shabbatmorning, November 4.
Put on your thinking caps and bring some
good questions!

From the Rabbi
continued from page 1

Calendar Clippings
Saturday, October 14 “Adults Only” Simhat Torah Service 

with Wine & Cheese Reception
Sunday, October 15 Fun Family Simhat TorahMorning Service;

Rabbi Bob Alper Comedy Show 
(see flyer for more info)

Tuesday, November 7 Election Day
Saturday, November 11 Gimel & Prozdor Shabbat
Sunday, November 12 Women’s League Deli Dinner
Saturday, November 18 Young Families Shabbat Morning Service
Thursday, November 23 Thanksgiving (Office Closed) 

Special minyantimes—see page 5
Thursday–Sunday, 

November 23–26 USY Kinnus

Hanukkah’s Coming!
Remember the Judaica Shop for all

your gift needs:
Weddings * Anniversaries
B’nai Mitzvah* Birthdays
New babies New homes
Graduations Hostess gifts

and Hanukkah!

* Be sure to check our Gift Registry
for selected items

O

P
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P r e s i d e n t s ! Message 
It was wonderful to usher in the new year

together with the entire congregation. It’s always
heartwarming to share the holidays with our B’nai
Emet family, including many of our visiting col-
lege students and a number of new members.
Again, a special thanks to everyone involved in
bringing this year’s High Holidays services
together: Rabbi Abramson; Cantor Art Shragg;
Rabbi Woolf; Sean Murphy and our office staff
and volunteers; our youth programming leaders
and their staff; Esther Paletz and all of our ushers;
all of our Torah readers and service
participants;shofar-blower Jeff Rudoy; and Choir
Director Stuart Ross. Speaking of the choir, we
would like to extend a special thank you to all of
the members of our choir: Sherry Coffino, Brian
Erlich, Larry Fulton, Sharon Goldschmidt, Steve
Goldschmidt, Miriam Graf, Jeff Kleinbaum, Betty
Kohn, Michael Krause, Jan Markus, Adam Rudoy,
Jeff Rudoy, Raya Solganik, and Noami Zadaka.
The choir sounded more beautiful than ever and
further enhanced our service by joining us out in
the sanctuary throughout the service. While it was
great to hear the familiar melodies traditionally
shared on the High Holidays, it was also inspiring
to be exposed to one or two new tunes.

We embrace the new year with many hopes
and aspirations and look forward to creating many
new memories together!

Whether it’s our Young Families group, Men’s
Club, Women’s League, or B’naibers, B’nai Emet
has opportunities galore in the coming year for
you to take part in many exciting programs. 

As was mentioned during the High
Holidays,B’nai Emet will be renovating various
sections of our building in the coming year. Please
consider donating monies to help offsetthis finan-
cial undertaking. For contributions of$500 or
more, a plaque will be dedicated in the Fingerhut
Sanctuary or Fox Family Chapel, in your honor,
or in honor or memory of a loved one. Or perhaps
you would like to undertake one of the renova-
tions in its entirety and dedicate the whole project.
Any of these options can be arranged by talking to
either of us and we can show you a project that
will fit your budget.

May every one of us be blessed with good
health, happiness and peace.
B’Shalom,
Sari L ederman and Adeel Saad 
B’nai Emet Co-Presidents

Todah Rabbah
By this time, you’ve received this year’s calendar, and you can see

the tangible results of the many hours of work and dedication that were
put into this project by our dedicated volunteers. Many, many thanks go
to Estee Warsett for all of the work she put into this massive project (not
to mention the exclusive use of a large table in her home for about three
months while the calendar was being laid out!). Thanks as well to Ruth
Schoenberger, who called advertisers to ensure their sponsorship of this
project with ads, and to our office staff, who assisted in getting informa-
tion and faxes coordinated for the project. Finally, a huge thank you to
David Liss for donating the printing of the calendar, which greatly helps
us in keeping the cost down! Todah rabbahto all of you. 

Men’s Club
The Men’s Club held their first meeting of the year on Sunday,

September 17. A delightful breakfast was served—thanks to Steve
Goldschmidt for all of his work, and to Adeel Saad, who generously
sponsored the breakfast. Items discussed were upcoming plans for the
annual LatkeDinner in December; a wine-tasting event in conjunction
with the Women’s League next March; scheduling a regular once a
month meeting on a particular Sunday every month; and plans for a
Men’s Club Shabbatnext April. Last, but not least, a number of Men’s
Club members volunteered to help with the sanding and painting of the
metal railings and poles outside the front and back of the synagogue.
This maintenance project will be led by one of the club’s most dedicated
and unsung heroes, Joe Moses.

All Ar e Welcome
B’nai Emet Synagogue is

committed to the inclusion of
all people in synagogue activi-
ties. If accommodations for
special needs would enhance or
enable your participation in
synagogue events, please con-
tact the Special Needs/
Inclusion Committee through
the synagogue office.

Welcoming New Members
Over the last year, we’ve had a number of new families join our con-

gregation, and recently, we’ve had a bunch of folks join! After putting
our heads together in deep thought, we came up with the idea that it
would be good for you to meet some of them! We’re taking a break for
this edition of the Scroll, (the High Holidays are busy—who’da thunk?)
but look in the next edition to meet even more of our new faces! A warm
welcome and shanah tovahto all of our new families!

Our Synagogue

B!rakhim Ha-Ba!im

Hospital Notices
We need to hear from you.
Due to federal HIPAA regula-

tions, we no longer receive hos-
pital notices. Please phone the
office and let us know when a
member of your family, friend, or
member of the community is in
the hospital or other health-care
facility.
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Whew! It’s the Tuesday after Yom Kippur. The holidays are only
halfway through, but already the stress level around here is signifi-
cantly lighter. You’ve already heard from Adeel and Sari about the hard
work of Rabbi Abramson and Cantor Shragg, about Rabbi Woolf and
Stewart Ross all of the choir members, and a host of other fine folks
whose efforts helped to make this High Holidays season a big success.

I want to take a moment to thank the people that I work with for all
of their hard work. Without them, I wouldn’t be able to make through
the holidays each year.  My ongoing thanks go to Bobbi Brown, Sheryl
Rutzick, and Anita Siegel for preparing the materials and mailings that
went out, for keeping track of the calls and letters that came in, and
generally, for keeping the office flowing smoothly along in its most
hectic hours.

To Kenny Anderson, our much appreciated custodian, a special
thank you for all of the hours and hard work that he put in setting up
the chairs and books and classrooms, shampooing the carpets, waxing
the woodwork, changing the lights, resetting the chairs and books after
services (sometimes until after midnight), and generally being the go-
to-guy to keep the place in shape and ready for the next big service.

To our fantastic weekly volunteers Nettie Beers, David Grone, and
Charles Marks, who tirelessly help out in the office with whatever we
may need, whether it be taking phone calls or making photocopies,
stuffing Yizkor appeal cards or preparing High Holidays tickets for
mailing: Thank you! Their work has done so much to improve our
energy, our workload, and our ability to focus on the task at hand.

And to all of the other volunteers who have helped out in the past
few months, whether it be with mailings or phone calls, filing or just
being a friendly face when we find ourselves stressed about our work,
thank you. Every one of you has helped to make B’nai Emet a brighter,
more pleasant place to be, and I, for one, thank you for that.

May the next year be as sweet as honey for all of you, and a good
for you as a daily regimen of apples! (Apologies to all you doctors, but
I’d rather we didn’t have to come see you.) 
L’Shanah Tovah,
Sean M. Murphy
Administrator

Notes from the A d m i n i s t r a t o r

Scroll Deadline
Monday, November 6 for the

December 1, 2006 issue.
That issue will cover just

the month of December.
Please plan accordingly!

Our B!nai Mitzvah
Kimberly Coffino will be
called to the Torah as a bat
mitzvahduring Shaharit ser-
vices on Shabbatmorning
October 21. Her Torah por-
tion is B’reishit.

Kimberly is in the seventh
grade at Plymouth Middle
School, grade Heyat Talmud

Torah with plans to continue her Jewish education.
Kimberly is a graduate of Minneapolis Jewish Day
School. She takes karate, acts in the plays at the
Jewish Community Center, and is active in B’nai
Emet Kadimaand Girl Scouts.

Kimberly is the daughter of Sherry & Joel
Coffino, sister of Samantha, and granddaughter of
Sylvia & Philip Levine, and the late Anne & Sam
Coffino. Her family will be sponsoring the kiddush
immediately following Shabbat morning services.

Mattan Comay and Shai Comaywill be called to
the Torahas b’nai mitzvahduring Shaharit ser-
vices on Shabbat morning, October 28. The Torah
portion for their simhahweekend is Noah.

Mattan and Shai are the son and daughter of
Judy & Avi Comay; brother and sister of Stav; and
grandchildren of Tova & Gerald Katz and Arie
Comay, and the late Batsheva Comay. Mattan and
Shai’s parents will be sponsoring the kiddush
immediately following Shabbatmorning services.

Madeline Braverman will
be called to the Torah as a
bat mitzvahduring Shaharit
services on Shabbatmorning,
November 4. Her Torah por-
tion is Lekh L’kha.

Maddy is in the seventh
grade at Hopkins North
Junior High and attends
Talmud Torah. She plays

soccer, enjoys music and films.
Maddy is the daughter of Pamela Lifson and

Alan Braverman, sister of Leah and Aaron, and
granddaughter of Maria and Henry Lifson, and
Jean Braverman. Her family will be sponsoring the
kiddushimmediately following Shabbatmorning
services.



Candle Lighting Times
October 13 6:14 P.M.
October 14 7:12 P.M.
October 20 6:02 P.M.
October 27 5:51 P.M.
November 3 4:41 P.M.
November 10 4:32 P.M.
November 17 4:24 P.M.
November 24 4:19 P.M.

Shabbat Service Schedule
Morning services conducted by Rabbi David L. Abramson 

Sh’mini Atzeret,October 13 & 14
Erev Shabbat & Yom Tov: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Shabbat & Yom Tov Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.
Shabbat Minhah: 5:45 P.M.

___________
Shabbat B’reishit, October 20 & 21
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.
Kimberly Coffino Bat Mitzvah

Shabbat Minhah: 5:45 P.M.
___________

Shabbat Noah, October 27 & 28
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.
Mattan & Shai Comay B’nai Mitzvah

Shabbat Minhah: 5:45 P.M.
___________

Shabbat Lekh L’kha, November 3 & 4
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.
Madeline Braverman Bat Mitzvah

“Ask the Rabbi”
Ma‘ariv: 5:45 P.M.

___________
Shabbat Vayyeira, November 10 & 11
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.
Ma‘ariv: 5:45 P.M.

___________
Shabbat Hayyei Sarah, November 17 & 18

Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.
Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M.

Ma‘ariv: 5:45 P.M.
___________

Shabbat Tol’dot, November 24 & 25
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 5:45 P.M.

Shabbat Shaharit: Saturday, 9:00 A.M. 
Ma‘ariv: 5:45 P.M.

S e r v i c e s

Our Yo u t h
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D aily Service Schedule
Shaharit:

Monday–Friday 7:30 A.M.
Shabbat, Sunday & 
Holidays 9:00 A.M

Minhah/Ma‘ariv
Daily 5:45 P.M.

Thanksgiving Day 
Minyan Schedule

As usual, there will be special times for minyanon
Thursday, November 23, Thanksgiving Day. If you have
yahrzeitthat will be observed on that day, or if you wish to
join the minyan, please be aware of these different times.
Morning minyanwill be held at 9:00 a.m., as with many
holidays. Afternoon minyanwill be at 3:30 p.m.

Youth Commission
Shalom from all members of the Youth Commission.

We hope you all had a wonderful summer!
Our function as Youth Commission members is to

help guide and advise our youth chapter, sharing ideas
and helping to brainstorm with them as they plan activi-
ties for the coming year. We also help with our own
fundraisers to raise money for scholarships. These schol-
arships help cover some of the costs for conventions and
various other programs for some USY members who
might not otherwise be able to attend functions. 

Our first meeting of the year was held September 18.
We are already eagerly anticipating one of our largest
joint ventures with our youth as we look forward to
their USY play in January. They will be performing Bye
Bye Birdie. The kids are very excited! We’ve already
hired play and music directors and our choreographer,
had a parents’ information meeting, and have held play
auditions! 

At our next meeting, we’ll be discussing upcoming
USY events, LTI, Kinnus and play planning. If you are
interested in joining the Youth Commission, please let
the office know or contact Nancy Serber at 763-546-
0477. The entire Youth Commission wishes all of you a
happy, healthy New Year!
Nancy Serber
Youth Commission Chair
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Members of B’naibers had a fantastic, fun time on August 25,
when they went to the Paddleford Riverboat in Saint Paul for 

45 Minutes from Broadwayby George M. Cohan. 
Those smiles speak for themselves!

Women’s League “Nus”
Now that the High Holidays have

come and gone, it is time to concentrate
on the upcoming events planned for your
enjoyment.
• The Midwest Branch Fall
Boardand Conference Planning Meeting
will be hosted by B’nai Emet on Sunday
and Monday, October 22 & 23. 

• The combined Conservative Women’s League annual
Torah Fund luncheon will be held this year on Tuesday,
November 7, at Beth El Synagogue. All members from
Adath Jeshurun, Beth El, B’nai Emet, and Temple of
Aaron are welcome.Invitations will be in the mail
shortly. Terry Freedman is our Torah Fund Chair. 

• Our annual Deli Dinner will be held on Sunday,
November 12. There will be entertainment for children
this year, so please plan on bringing them with you to this
fun-filled and fantastic food evening! Dinner choices may
be made in advance, so please watch your mail for further
information. This wonderful evening is being chaired by
Linda Erlich. 

• December 2 will be our annual Women’s League
Shabbat. We hope to see many of you before the winter
sets in. If you would like to be part of this service, please
contact chair, Linda Erlich. 

• Mark your 2007 calendars for our semi-annual Game Day
on January 7, and our Spa Day on February 4.
Women’s League cannot survive without your participa-

tion, so please plan on not only attending these events, but
being a part of the planning and implementing. We need you!
B’Shalom,
Anita Siegel & Miriam Kieff er
Women’s League Co-Presidents

Our Synagogue

B’naibers 
B’naibers, our social and cultural group for seniors, will

attend the Minnesota Jewish Theater production of The Action
Against Sol Schumannon Sunday, November 12, at 2:00 p.m.,
in Saint Paul.

This story of ethics and family is set in 1985, 40 years after
World War II and the Holocaust. Sol Schumann—a devout
American Jew, a concentration camp survivor, and a beloved
father—is accused of being a Kapo (one who worked for the
Nazis at the camps.) The government’s investigation leads us
through moral, philosophical, and legal issues that will have
you thinking and talking long after the conclusion of this
regional premier performance.

The cost is $23 per person ($18 per ticket and $5 for bus
transportation.) The bus will leave B’nai Emet at 1:15 p.m.
Please reserve by mailing your check (payable to B’naibers) to
B’nai Emet by October 26. All persons 62 and older, regard-
less of gender or marital status, are welcome. Annual member-
ship dues of
$10 will place
you on our
mailing and
calling list.
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Our Yo u t h
Greetings from

Mishpacha
Happy New Year from

Mishpacha! 
We held our annual Board meetingon

August 31. About 15 members attended the
meeting. We discussed donations to various
organizations, and have decided to send
monies raised from last year’s
fundraisersto Nechama, Israel’s Emergency
Relief Fund, and also to our own B’nai
Emet Youth Commission for USYscholar-
ships. We have begun our annual
fundraising efforts of selling
Entertainment/Happenings books, which
are available in the office for $30 each. We
also sell donation cards for the happy
events, as well as the sad ones, that take
place in every person’s life. Many of us also
participate in Food Perspectives taste
testing programs which pay us and the syn-
agogue to sample their products. This year
we have also decided to take on a new
social action project which will be helping
to prepare and serve meals at the Ronald
MacDonald House on the University of
Minnesota campus. This is a home where
families of critically ill children may stay
while their child is hospitalized. 

We also had fun planning the upcoming
year’s calendar. We will have a house party
at the home of Lisa and Erv London on
October 28 (call Lisa London by October
20 at 763-557-0261 for more details or to
make your reservation). We will also attend
the USYPlay, followed by dessert, in
January; have another party, a “surprise”
event being planned for sometime in May;
and enjoy our annual pool party at the home
of Judy Mogelson in July. 

Our dues are $10 per couple or $5 per
person, and should be sent to our treasurer,
Carrie Lazarus, by October 30. Her address
is 6831 West 23rd Street, St. Louis Park,
MN, 54526. For further information about
Mishpacha, please contact Steve and Nancy
Serber at 763-546-0477.
B’shalom,
Steve and Nancy Serber
Co-Presidents 

Our Synagogue

Young Families Corner
Life is hectic, so here’s our solution for you—a quick

guide to upcoming events that apply especially to Young
Families. Let us know how this works for you!

Announcing the new Young Families Shabbat
Morning Service! Rabbi Abramson and Jen Lewin have
worked together to create a program designed for fami-
lies with young children for a number of Shabbat morn-
ings throughout the year. The first Young Families
Shabbat was held on October 7, but in case you missed it,
here’s a list of the upcoming dates for the rest of the
year!

On November 5, Sunday School will have another
Family Activity Program—the Card Making Workshop
that has been an annual event for more than 10 years!
Students, parents, siblings, grandparents and extended
family members gather to create Hanukkah and Pesah
cards. Each year, this workshop has been a morning of
hard work, pride, and cooperation as old and young work
alongside each other to create beautiful cards. All are
welcome to join us this year as we strive to complete
200 Hanukkah cards and 300 Pesah cards for the Jewish
Family and Children’s Service to distribute. Participation
in the Family Activity Programs is $20 per family for
each program you want to attend.

The Pre-K class of the preschool has been invited by
W.A.M.S.O. to attend a Kinder Koncert on Friday,
October 27. Our B’nai Emet Preschoolers will actually be
sitting on the stage at Orchestra Hall during the concert!
For other exciting opportunities like this for your chil-
dren or grandchildren, make sure they’re signed up for
preschool at B’nai Emet!

Don’t forget about our free weekly Breisheet
Program! This innovative, fun program for kids from
infant to pre-Shabbat School age entertains and teaches
your kids and gives you a chance to attend services on
your own. No registration is necessary, just drop in!

November 18 March 10
December 9 April 7
January 6 May 5
February 3 June 2
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B’nai Emet 
Early Childhood Department
Eileen Kopman and Suzie Nemer’s Thursday

Afternoon Children’s Enrichment class (ACE) will be
participating in the Minneapolis Federation’s Pact
program, which pairs preschoolers at B’nai Emet with
children in Israel. A teddy bear, nicknamed Shoo-Bee
Doo-Bee, will spend alternate months in each pro-
gram and participate in class with the children. The
teddy bear, along with the preschoolers, will be
learning about Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, as
well as Sukkot with the children of B’nai Emet, and
then travel to the assigned Israeli classroom (Gan Sah
Lav) to celebrate Hanukkah. This exchange and
pairing is a great learning experience for children in
both programs, and gives the children in Hadera,
Israel the clear message that they are not alone.

Our special Huggim will begin in October. This
year’s classes will offer Super Signing; Rhythm and
Dance; and Dramatic Arts, all taught by the fabu-
lously talented Heidi Ziman. The two exciting cooking
classes will be led by our wonderful Wendy Grosser,
which are Kinder Cooking, and Kichlach, Kugel, and
Kinder in the Kitchen. These classes, which allow the
children to actively participate in innovative pro-
gramming without Mom or Dad having to shlep them

Our Yo u t h

Maddie Fidler, Adam Getzkin, Margo Mandel, and 
Matthew Wertheimer each hold a shofar during a visit to

their classroom by Rabbi Grossbaum and the 
Living Legacy Shofar Factory

Eileen Kopman, Eloise Gershone, and Donna Blitenthal’s pre-K class
showing off several shofarot, including the one the one that they just

finished making in class.

around town at night or on week-
ends, have always been a great hit
with the Early Childhood Families. 

With the increased enrollment in
this year’s preschool, many of our
Early Childhood classes are full or
close to capacity. If you would like
more information, or to set up a
visit, please contact the Early
Childhood office at 952-927-8443. 

Our Early Childhood Professional
staff has recently completed re-cer-
tification of a State Sanctioned First
Aid Class specifically designed for
those working directly with children.
We will be holding a CPR class in the
next few months.
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Our Yo u t h

Shabbat School
Shabbat School is off to a great start! Shabbat School is for all chil-

dren starting in the 5th grade (or sooner depending on birth date and
bar/bat mitzvah date). Our program is an important component of the
student’s overall bar/bat mitzvah training. We have 30 students this
year: 6 in Aleph, 8 in Bet, 8 in Gimel, and 8 in Prozdor. Four students
in the Prozdor program will celebrate their b’nai mitzvah between
October 21 and November 4: Kimberly Coffino, Mattan Comay, Shai
Comay, and Madeline Braverman.

Our Shabbat School wouldn’t be a success without the dedication
of our teachers. This year we are blessed to have 24 high school-aged
teachers eager to work with the students, and to learn some new skills
themselves. This continuing education program for our teachers
includes learning Torah trope (melodies) and reading Torah at least
once during the year. They will also learn t’fillot (prayers) that they
don’t already know. In addition, the teachers will be penning three
Scroll articles during the year, so be sure to watch this space in coming
months for their reports!

Our adult lead teachers bring a breadth of experience and a desire
to work with your children every Shabbat. Mike Lurie is our new
Shabbat School Coordinator this year, and he will be teaching Torah
trope to the Aleph students. Brad Serber, a graduate of the Shabbat
School program, is our Bet lead. Brad’s main focus will be to teach
familiarity with the contents of the siddur so the students can easily
find specific t’fillot. Diane Baumwald is our most experienced lead
teacher, which is why she is teaching Gimel and the “Tweeners”
(Prozdor students who have not yet reached their b’nai mitzvah).
Diane will oversee the progress of students in the year prior to their
b’nai mitzvah. Hela and Amir Zadaka will work with students individu-
ally in the main sanctuary during Shabbat services. They will point out
what’s happening in the service, explain the choreography, and ensure
the students are following along. Additionally, Hela will present the
“Prayer of the Week” to the students 17 times throughout the year.

Rabbi Barry Woolf returns this year as the Shabbat School
Principal. In addition to teaching Jewish Ethics to the Prozdor stu-
dents, he will oversee all Shabbat School activities, visiting classes
throughout the morning. He welcomes your feedback and inquiries.
Rabbi Woolf can be reached via the synagogue office.

Sunday School News
Sunday School began September 10. It’s a

small class, but a strong group of children
with a lot of enthusiasm. They love crafts,
singing, and participating in discussions
about mitzvot. On September 17, Sunday
School students participated in a Family
Activity Program based on derekh eretz—
proper behavior. They followed a path with
roadblocks where they stopped to explore
different aspects of derekh eretz. They cre-
ated games, awards, and chore charts with
their parents; role played proper manners;
studied Torah portions relating to derekh
eretz; as well as making decorations and
singing songs about Sukkot.

On October 7 Sunday School students
sang songs from the bimah that they learned
in class, and celebrated the consecration of
two new students: Sarah Rubin and Rafi
Strauss.

Sunday School will begin learning about
Tzedakah, the 2nd unit of their Mitzvot
Through the Year curriculum, on October
29. On November 5 they will have another
Family Activity Program—a Card Making
Workshop that has been an annual event for
more than 10 years! Students, parents, sib-
lings, grandparents and extended family
members gather to create Hanukkah cards.
They cut, paste, and stamp about 500 hand-
made cards each year for use by the Jewish
Family and Children’s Services “Hag
Sameach” program. Each year, this workshop
has been a morning of hard work, pride, and
cooperation as old and young work alongside
each other to create beautiful cards. All are
welcome to join us this year as we strive to
complete 200 Hanukkah cards and 300 Pesah
cards for JFCS.

On November 11, Sunday School students
will sing from the bimah again. They love to
sing and show what they’re learning in their
classes. Come see the little mensches!
B’shalom,
Jeanne Kaufman

Important Shabbat School Dates—
Mark Your Calendars!

November 11 – Gimel/Prozdor Shabbat
January 27, 2007 – Bet Shabbat

January 28 – Parent/teacher/student conferences
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Our FamilyOur Yo u t h

A Voice from the 
Third Floor

Brrrrrrr, it’s getting chilly out, and you know
what that means... IT’S BESY PLAY SEASON!
Yes the USYers and Kadimaniks have been hard
at work on our play, Bye Bye Birdie! The kids
have been singing, dancing, and laughing their
way through practices to guarantee that we put
on a fantastic show for all who attend. Save the
performance dates on your calendars: January
12, 14, & 15 at 7:00 p.m., and a Sunday
afternoon show on January 15 at 1:00 p.m. Bye
Bye Birdie is a great show for kids and grown-
ups alike, so pencil us in and we’ll see you in
January!

BESY has also been kicking into high gear
when it comes to fundraising and programming.
BESY sold over 90 apple and honey baskets this
year, making it a very successful fundraiser.
With the money BESY raised we can keep costs
low, give extra scholarships, and plan amazing
programs. We’d like to thank everyone who
purchased a basket, and we hope to count on
you again next year! I want to give a special
thank you to everyone who helped deliver bas-
kets, and to Cindy Shear for her donation of the
baskets themselves. Also, a very special thank
you goes to both the St. Louis Park and the
Golden Valley Byerly’s stores, which donated all
the apples we needed. Without them this
fundraiser wouldn’t have been nearly as suc-
cessful. We truly appreciate it. 

The kids took some time off from play prac-
tice and homework to dress up and “trick or
treat” for canned goods in the neighborhood by
the synagogue. This was a very fun way
for BESY to continue to make a difference in the
city of St. Louis Park. Between these canned
goods and those brought in by everyone on the
High Holidays we’ve donated more to STEP this
year than we ever have before. We’ll round out
October with a Simhat Torah celebration, a
Rebbe’s Tish, and then start getting ready for
Kinnus.

If anyone has any questions or would like to
be more involved with our youth, don’t hesitate
to contact me at 952-927-7309, or via email jes-
sicaaverbach@yahoo.com.
B’Shalom,
Jessica Averbach
Youth Director

October 13-31 Anniversaries
Max & Ruby Addis 57 years
David & Susan Cera 18 years
Philip & Tikva Kelner 54 years
Morton & Sally Leder 54 years
Joseph & Frances Moses 51 years
Daniel & Jennifer Rubin 12 years
Scott & Kate Shamblott 6 years
Daniel & Carol Tollman 22 years

November Anniversaries
Clifford & LeeAnn Ancier 25 years
Walter & Judith Buchman 2 years
Leo & Maureen Fine 51 years
Allen & Sandra Harris 35 years
Robert & Naomi Kaplan 43 years
Jim & Esther Paletz 19 years
Randy & Sheryl Rutzick 20 years
Todd & Nicole Schachtman 8 years
Scott & Sandra Shmikler 19 years
Robert & Eileen Simon 21 years
Marcus & Sandra Teichner 31 years

If your anniversary is not listed and should be, please call the
synagogue office and let us know.

Congregational Announcements
! Congratulations to Becka & Dan Steinberg on the birth of their

twin baby boys, Andrew Jacob and Ryan Sidney!
Congratulations as well to Becka’s parents, Bonnie & Bruce
Berezovsky, to Dan’s parents, Gabe & Susan Steinberg, and to
all of their families on this wonderful simhah!

! Congratulations to Sheila & Steve Cohen on the birth of their
granddaughter, Mia Lee Cohen, as well as to her parents, Paula
Cohen and Rory Frederickson, and to their families on this
wonderful simhah!

Do you have a piece of news or information that you’d like to
share with our B’nai Emet family? Let the office know, and we’ll
try to include it in the next Scroll!
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We Extend Our 
Condolences to… 

… Dorothy Schanfield (sister) and Sandra
Teichner (niece) on the death of Max
Eviden…

… Bud Goldstein on the death of his brother,
Harvey Goldstein…

… Sue Berezovsky on the death of her mother,
Beatrice Scheiner…

… the family of Ivan Goldman…
… the family of Louis Cohen…
… the family of Rabbi Nahum Schulman…

… and to all of their families and loved ones.
May the Almighty comfort them, along with
all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Donation Plaques Installed
The following plaques have been installed on

the Perl Wall of Joy in the Baratz Social Hall

In Honor of Addie & Norman Perl
On the occasion of their 60th 

wedding anniversary
by their children & grandchildren

July 14, 2006

In Honor of Addie & Norman Perl
On the occasion of their 60th 

wedding anniversary
by their dear friends

July 14, 2006

In honor of our parents and grandparents
by Barbara, William and Saralyn Hirshberg

In honor of
Saralyn D Hirshberg

On the occasion of her bat mitzvah
by parents

William & Barbara Hirshberg
June 24, 2006

The following plaques have been installed in
the Memorial Alcove of the Fox Family Chapel

Bluma Finkelstein
Norman Nissen Goldberg

Our Family

Workshop for Non-Jewish Parents 
Raising Jewish Children

Jewish Family and Children’s Service of Minneapolis is offering
a new workshop as part of its Interfaith Journeys series, entitled
“Beyond a Bagel: For Non-Jewish Parents Raising Jewish Children.”
The class will be held from 7-9 p.m. Monday, November 6 at JFCS,
13100 Wayzata Boulevard, Suite 400, Minnetonka.

Discussion will focus on joys, challenges, questions and con-
cerns about parenting Jewish children when you are not Jewish. 

It will be led by Barbara Rudnick, MA, Family Life Education
Program Manager at JFCS. She is a parenting expert and has been
creating interfaith programs for more than 10 years. The fee is $10
but no one will be turned away because of inability to pay. Pre-
registration is required before October 30.

Contact Rudnick at 952-542-4825 or brudnick@jfcsmpls.org.

Workshop for Recent Converts to Judaism
Jewish Family and Children’s Service of Minneapolis is offering

a new workshop as part of its Interfaith Journeys series, entitled
“Finding My Place at Sinai: For Those Who Have Recently
Converted to Judaism.” The class will be held from 7–9 p.m.
Tuesday, November 14 at JFCS, 13100 Wayzata Boulevard, Suite
400, Minnetonka.

Discussion topics will address hurdles commonly encountered
with family and/or community and successful strategies for navi-
gating them.

It will be led by Barbara Rudnick, MA, Family Life Education
Program Manager at JFCS. The fee is $10 but no one will be turned
away because of inability to pay. Pre-registration is required
before November 7. Contact Rudnick at 952-542-4825 or 
brudnick@jfcsmpls.org.

Volunteering at JFCS—It’s Never Been Easier
Opportunities abound for Volunteers in Action (formerly the

Young Adults Outreach Program). You may serve a meal at a local
shelter or Ronald McDonald House, spruce up a local neighbor-
hood, visit with residents of Sholom Home or stock shelves at a
foodshelf. 

Opportunities can be tailored to the time commitment you can
make or your own interests. Many opportunities are appropriate
for families and youth with adult supervision, so the lessons of
doing good deeds can easily become a family affair. 
“JFCS is committed to community outreach, providing a range

of diverse, short-term volunteer opportunities,” said Debra Savitt,
JFCS Supervisor of Volunteer Resources. “These new program
offerings will create opportunities for people of any age or stage
in life to give their time and effort to others.” 

For more information, contact Elena Cooperman, JFCS
Coordinator of Outreach Programs, at 952-542-4855 or 
ecooperman@jfcsmpls.org. 

Our Community
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Use Scrip for 
All of Your Shopping Needs

You've seen it here on the back cover of the Scroll, you see signs in the entry as you come into the
building, but you may not know what scrip is, or why you should buy it. Scrip is a gift certificate to any of
the stores listed below. It's used just like cash, and can be given as a gift for a graduation, a bar/bat mitzvah,
a new baby, an anniversary, a birthday, or any other event. When you buy scrip at B'nai Emet, you support
our fundraising efforts. So, fill your wallet with scrip and your shopping cart with groceries and gifts!

• B. Dalton Booksellers
• Baby GAP
• Barnes & Noble
• Bath & Body Works
• Best Buy
• Big Bowl
• Blockbuster Video
• Bruegger’s Bagels
• Chili's 

• Cub Foods
• GAP Kids
• Home Depot
• JC Penney
• Kohl's 
• Macaroni Grill
• Maggiano’s
• Old Navy
• Olive Garden

• Panera
• Quizno’s
• Rainbow
• Red Lobster
• Red Robin
• Ruby Tuesday
• TGI Friday's
• Timberlodge
• Toys ‘R’ Us


